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"Mythologies Without End: The US, Israel, and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, 1917–2020,"  is authored by 
Jerome Slater. This comprehensive work delves into the complex history of the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
the role of the United States in this ongoing situation over more than a century. 

The book is structured into three main parts. The first part focuses on the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
examining the United States' involvement and the evolution of Zionism, as well as key historical events 
from 1917 to the establishment of Israel in 1948. The second part discusses the various wars and peace 
efforts in the region from 1948 to 2020, detailing conflicts involving Israel, Egypt, Jordan, and Syria, 
among others. The final part centers specifically on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, exploring the rise and 
fall of peace processes, the impacts of the Israeli occupation of Palestinian lands, and recent 
developments during the Netanyahu/Trump era. 

Slater's work is not just a historical account; it also critiques prevailing narratives and offers insights into 
the political dynamics at play in the region 
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Title of Section 1: Acknowledgments 

 The author, Jerome Slater, reflects on his extensive background in studying and writing about US 
policy, Israel, and the Arab-Israeli conflict over fifty years. 

 He mentions his experience as a Fulbright lecturer at Haifa University in 1989 and subsequent 
visits to Israel for lectures. 

 Slater acknowledges contributions from various scholars, journalists, and diplomats who have 
engaged with his work, including notable figures like Noam Chomsky and John Mearsheimer. 

 Special thanks are given to John Mearsheimer, Stephen Walt, and David Hendrickson for their 
long-term support. 

 The manuscript benefited from the insights of two outside reviewers, Ilan Pappé and Paul Pillar, 
along with feedback from friends and family, particularly his wife Judith Slater. 

 Rob Dege, a computer specialist, is credited for assisting with technical challenges during the 
writing process. 

Title of Section 2: Prologue 

 The prologue sets the stage for the book's exploration of the complex relationship between the 
US, Israel, and the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

 It introduces the central themes and historical context that will be examined throughout the 
text. 

 The author emphasizes the significance of understanding mythologies surrounding these topics 
to grasp their impact on contemporary politics. 

Title of Section 3: Introduction 

 The introduction outlines the scope of the book, covering events from 1917 to 2020. 

 Slater discusses the importance of analyzing the interplay between US foreign policy and the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

 Key questions are posed regarding the motivations behind US support for Israel and its 
implications for peace in the region. 

 The author highlights the need to challenge prevailing narratives and myths that shape public 
perception and policy. 
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Title of Section 4: The Arab-Israeli Conflict 

 This section provides an overview of the historical roots of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

 Slater examines the role of nationalism, colonialism, and competing claims to land in shaping 
the conflict. 

 The author discusses key events leading up to the establishment of Israel and the subsequent 
tensions with Arab nations. 

Title of Section 5: Zionism Reconsidered 

 The chapter delves into the ideology of Zionism and its evolution over time. 

 Slater critiques traditional interpretations of Zionism and explores alternative perspectives. 

 The impact of Zionism on Jewish identity and its implications for Palestinian rights are discussed. 

Title of Section 6: The Onset of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, 1917–47 

 This section traces the early developments of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict from the Balfour 
Declaration to the end of World War II. 

 Slater highlights the growing tensions between Jewish immigrants and the Arab population in 
Palestine. 

 The author discusses the political dynamics and international responses during this period. 

Title of Section 7: The Creation of the State of Israel, 1947–48 

 The chapter focuses on the events surrounding the establishment of Israel in 1948. 

 Slater analyzes the UN partition plan and the reactions from both Jewish and Arab communities. 

 The consequences of the creation of Israel, including the displacement of Palestinians, are 
examined. 

Title of Section 8: War and Peace in the Arab-Israeli State Conflict, 1948–2020 

 This section covers the major wars and peace efforts in the Arab-Israeli conflict from 1948 to 
2020. 

 Slater discusses the shifting alliances and geopolitical factors influencing the conflict. 

 The author evaluates the successes and failures of various peace initiatives over the decades. 
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Title of Section 9: The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, 1917–88 

 The chapter provides a detailed account of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict from its inception to 
the late 20th century. 

 Slater examines key events, including the Intifadas and the Oslo Accords. 

 The complexities of Palestinian resistance and Israeli policies are analyzed. 

Title of Section 10: Summary and Conclusions 

 The concluding section synthesizes the main arguments and findings of the book. 

 Slater reflects on the enduring nature of the Arab-Israeli conflict and the challenges to achieving 
lasting peace. 

 The author emphasizes the importance of re-evaluating historical narratives and understanding 
the multifaceted dimensions of the conflict. 

Pages - 0  --  10 

 

Prologue: A Personal Journey and Reflection on Israel 

 The author identifies as a passionate Zionist, shaped by the experiences of Jews in America post-
Holocaust. 

 He served as an anti-submarine warfare officer on a US destroyer from 1957 to 1960. 

 After Egypt acquired submarines from the Soviet Union, he offered his services to the Israeli 
embassy but later retracted this offer due to changing political dynamics. 

 The author expresses concern over Israel's trajectory towards moral and security disaster, 
emphasizing the need for historical truth. 

 He believes that acknowledging historical truths is essential for justice for Palestinians and for 
Israel’s survival as a democracy. 

Mythologies Without End: Introduction to National Narratives 

 Every nation has narratives about its history that shape citizens' understanding of motivations 
and actions. 

 National narratives can often be misleading or untrue, leading to disastrous consequences. 

 Daniel Moynihan's quote highlights the distinction between opinions and facts, particularly 
relevant in the context of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

 The author aims to correct myths surrounding the conflict, which have significant implications 
for peace and justice. 
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The Historical Context of the Arab-Israeli Conflict 

 Since 1948, there have been numerous wars and conflicts involving Israel and Arab states, 
including major wars in 1948, 1956, 1967, and 1973. 

 The author argues that none of these conflicts were unavoidable and could have been mitigated 
through reasonable compromises. 

 Key issues include partitioning Palestine, Palestinian independence, territorial returns, and 
refugee resettlement. 

 The historical record suggests that Israel has often blocked fair compromise peace settlements. 

The Complexity of the Arab-Israeli Conflict 

 The conflict is described as both difficult and simple; it remains unresolved despite clear 
solutions being recognized. 

 The "Two-State Solution" is presented as the widely understood resolution to the conflict. 

 Despite extensive study and analysis, misunderstandings persist largely due to dominant 
historical narratives that are misleading. 

Conventional Israeli Narrative vs. Historical Reality 

 The conventional Israeli narrative attributes the conflict to Arab hatred of Jews and their 
rejection of peace offers. 

 This narrative claims that Arabs initiated violence against Israel and that the refugee problem 
was created by Arab armies urging Palestinians to flee. 

 The author challenges this narrative, asserting that many opportunities for peace have been 
missed primarily due to Israeli actions. 

US Policy and Its Impact on the Conflict 

 The book will also focus on US policy toward Israel, which has historically provided 
unconditional support. 

 This support is argued to jeopardize both US national interests and Israel's true interests. 

 The complexities of US-Israel relations and their implications for the conflict will be explored. 
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Need for a Comprehensive Analysis 

 The author notes a lack of up-to-date literature covering the entire history of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

 This book aims to synthesize existing literature and provide a critical analysis of major historical 
issues and controversies. 

 The intended audience includes general readers, students, academics, journalists, and 
policymakers. 

Methodology and Sources 

 The work is based on existing literature rather than original research due to the vast scope of 
the conflict. 

 Many relevant documents remain classified, limiting access to primary sources. 

 The book synthesizes secondary materials, focusing on authoritative works and notable 
commentaries from key figures. 

Structure and Focus of the Book 

 Each chapter will address two central questions: What are the facts? What are their 
implications? 

 The book will challenge conventional historical accounts and explore lost opportunities for 
peace. 

 It aims to provide a demythologizing account of the Arab-Israeli conflict, emphasizing the 
importance of historical truth for public policy. 

Conclusion: Hope for Change 

 The author acknowledges the current political climate in Israel and the US as unfavorable for 
change. 

 However, he emphasizes the importance of laying intellectual groundwork for future 
reassessments. 

 The hope is that the book may contribute to a beginning of change in attitudes and narratives 
surrounding the conflict. 

Pages - 11  --  20 
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Introduction to US Policies in the Arab-Israeli Conflict 

 The first chapter provides an overview of US policies in the Arab-Israeli and Israeli-Palestinian 
conflicts. 

 It examines factors contributing to nearly unconditional US support for Israel since 1948. 

 Special attention is given to the controversial argument regarding the influence of "the Israel 
lobby" on US policy. 

Zionism Reconsidered 

 Chapter two reviews the history of Zionism from the late 19th century to the present. 

 It evaluates the validity of various arguments within Zionist ideology. 

 The central argument emphasizes the need to distinguish between legitimate aspects of Zionism 
and those that are harmful to both Israel and Palestinians. 

Structure of the Book: Overview of Conflicts 

 The book's main body is divided into three parts focusing on the Arab-Israeli conflict and the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

 Part I covers the origins and early years of the Arab-Israeli conflict, including chapters on the 
onset of the conflict (1917-1947) and the creation of Israel in 1948. 

 Part II discusses wars and peace efforts in the Arab-Israeli state conflict from 1948 to 2020. 

 Part III focuses on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, covering key events and negotiations from 
1917 to the present. 

Conclusions and Policy Recommendations 

 The final chapter summarizes the main arguments and implications for US and Israeli policies. 

 It includes a long summary for readers who may have skimmed previous chapters. 

 The conclusions go beyond facts to argue implications for resolving the conflict. 

US Support for Israel: Historical Context 

 Since the UN partition of Palestine in 1947, the US has consistently supported Israel, often 
against its own national interests. 

 This support is described as one of the most unprecedented phenomena in American foreign 
policy. 

 The chapter introduces debates over the role of the "Israel lobby" in shaping US policy. 
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Moral Obligations and Shared Values 

 Post-Holocaust guilt significantly influenced US support for Israel, stemming from a sense of 
moral obligation. 

 Shared values between the US and Israel, such as cultural and religious affinities, also play a role 
in this support. 

 The belief that Israel represents Western civilization in the Middle East bolsters US backing. 

Democracy and Underdog Arguments 

 Israel is viewed as a democracy in a region dominated by autocracies, which supports US 
alignment with it. 

 The narrative of Israel as the underdog (David vs. Goliath) has historically garnered sympathy in 
the US. 

 However, this oversimplification ignores the current power dynamics where Israel is militarily 
superior. 

Public Opinion and Elite Influence 

 Public and elite opinion in the US, including presidents from Wilson to Trump, has consistently 
favored support for Israel. 

 The perception of Arab intransigence is cited as a reason for ongoing US support, framing Israel 
as needing military strength for survival. 

National Interests and Strategic Alliances 

 Initially, US officials opposed recognizing Israel due to concerns about undermining national 
interests in the Middle East. 

 Over time, Israel's military success shifted perceptions, leading to the view of Israel as a strategic 
asset during the Cold War. 

 The alliance is framed as beneficial for US interests, particularly in countering Soviet 
expansionism and terrorism. 

The Role of the Israel Lobby 

 The "Israel lobby" is argued to be a significant factor influencing US foreign policy, often at odds 
with true national interests. 

 Scholarly works, notably by Mearsheimer and Walt, discuss the lobby's power in shaping public 
and governmental attitudes toward Israel. 

 This perspective suggests that domestic politics heavily influence US support for Israeli policies. 
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Evaluating the Arguments for US Support 

 The moral argument for supporting Israel is strong but often overlooks the moral issues related 
to Israeli policies towards Palestinians. 

 The democracy argument is critiqued for only applying to Jewish citizens, while Palestinian rights 
are largely ignored. 

 The underdog narrative is challenged by the reality of Israel's military dominance and nuclear 
capabilities. 

Arab Intransigence and National Interests Reevaluation 

 The notion that Arab states have refused peace settlements is deemed a myth; many offers 
have been made and rejected by Israel. 

 The national interests argument is scrutinized, suggesting that US support for Israel has 
sometimes exacerbated regional tensions and threats to security. 

 The relationship between US support for Israel and access to Middle Eastern oil is complex and 
historically contentious. 

Pages - 21  --  30 

 

The Changing Dynamics of Oil Dependency 

 Until the 1970s, only about 3% of US oil consumption came from the Middle East. 

 Oil was cheap and easily obtainable due to a surplus in global supply. 

 Most Middle Eastern oil was controlled by major corporations rather than local states. 

 The formation of OPEC in 1960 marked a shift as Arab states nationalized oil companies and 
gained control over production and pricing. 

Impact of the 1973 Arab-Israeli War on Oil Prices 

 After the 1973 Arab-Israeli war, OPEC's power increased significantly. 

 Arab members of OPEC attempted to cut off oil shipments to the US and other Western nations 
supporting Israel. 

 OPEC actions led to dramatic price increases, with oil rising from $3 per barrel in the 1960s to 
$34 in 1980. 

 The resulting inflation and recession affected the economies of the US and other Western 
countries. 
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Short-Lived Economic Crisis 

 The Arab embargo was not fully effective; Gulf oil continued to flow into the US. 

 Arab OPEC members recognized the need for US military support amid rising radical 
movements. 

 New oilfields were discovered globally, reducing OPEC’s share of world oil production from 50% 
in the mid-1970s to 33% by 1984. 

 Increased domestic oil production and alternative energy sources lessened US dependence on 
Persian Gulf oil. 

Long-Term Changes in US Oil Dependency 

 By the 1980s, the economic crisis caused by oil price increases was largely resolved. 

 The US now imports less than 7% of its oil from the Gulf, with projections indicating a decline in 
future needs. 

 The focus of US interests in the Middle East shifted from oil dependency to combating Islamic 
radicalism and terrorism. 

The Role of Israel in US Counterterrorism Strategy 

 Post-Cold War, the US prioritized fighting Islamic radicalism, viewing Israel as a key ally. 

 Some scholars argue that US support for Israel has fueled anti-American sentiment and 
terrorism. 

 The relationship between US support for Israel and terrorism remains a contentious issue. 

Understanding the Israel Lobby 

 The "Israel lobby" refers to organized interest groups advocating for pro-Israel policies, notably 
AIPAC. 

 The debate centers on the extent of the lobby's influence on US foreign policy. 

 While the lobby is powerful, it is one of many factors influencing US policy toward Israel. 

Factors Contributing to the Israel Lobby's Power 

 Decline in US anti-Semitism has fostered public sympathy for Jewish support of Israel. 

 The Jewish vote, while small, is significant in close elections due to high turnout rates. 

 Jewish political donations are substantial, contributing significantly to both Democratic and 
Republican campaigns. 

 The rise of the pro-Israel Christian right has bolstered support for Israel among Republicans. 
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Public Opinion and Political Incentives 

 American public opinion has consistently favored Israel, with long-term support averaging 
around 65%. 

 Political leaders have little incentive to alter pro-Israel policies due to public sentiment and 
electoral considerations. 

 Historical examples illustrate how the Israel lobby has successfully influenced US policy 
decisions. 

Limits of the Israel Lobby's Influence 

 The Israel lobby is more powerful in Congress than in the executive branch, where presidents 
can defy its pressure. 

 Several instances show presidential defiance against the lobby, including Nixon's actions during 
the 1973 war and Carter's policies regarding Palestinian rights. 

 The lobby has faced defeats, such as when George H.W. Bush withheld loan guarantees to Israel 
over settlement expansion. 

Domestic Politics vs. the Israel Lobby 

 The Israel lobby is just one aspect of the broader domestic political landscape influencing US 
support for Israel. 

 Even without the lobby, underlying political realities would likely maintain strong US support for 
Israel. 

 Factors such as moral obligations, cultural affinities, and perceived national interests contribute 
to the multicausal explanation of US policy toward Israel. 

Pages - 31  --  40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mythologies Without End – Jerome Slater – Summary – 20241016 
 
Want More Summaries Like This?  Register! 
https://texasjournal.com/register/ 
 

Page 12 of 123 
 

Zionism's Secular Foundations and Moral Aspirations 

 Early Zionist leaders were often nonreligious or anti-religious, leading to a divide with religious 
authorities. 

 Herzl viewed the establishment of a Jewish state as essential for Jewish survival against anti-
Semitism but emphasized that it should embody civilized values beneficial to humanity. 

 Herzl's writings reflect aspirations beyond mere territorial claims, focusing on moral and 
spiritual goals: “Zionism entails not only a yearning to purchase a foothold in the promised land 
for our tormented people... it also represents an aspiration to achieve moral, spiritual goals.” 

 Avi Shlaim summarizes Zionism as aiming to create a new society based on universal values like 
freedom, democracy, and social justice. 

The Question of Location for a Jewish State 

 The Zionist movement did not consider alternatives to Palestine seriously, despite strong 
arguments for a Jewish state. 

 Herzl initially left the location of the Jewish state open for discussion, suggesting practical 
considerations over ideological ones. 

 Despite considering other locations (like Argentina or British East Africa), the Zionist Congress 
ultimately rejected these options, prioritizing Palestine due to historical and emotional ties. 

 Netanyahu’s grandfather articulated the deep-rooted connection Jews had to Palestine, 
emphasizing the sacrifices made for the land. 

Alternative Proposals and Their Rejection 

 Various proposals for Jewish resettlement outside Palestine were considered but ultimately 
dismissed by Zionist leaders. 

 Lord Moyne suggested resettling Jewish refugees in East Prussia post-WWII, but Ben-Gurion 
opposed this idea vehemently. 

 Roosevelt discussed granting Jewish refugees German homes after WWII, but this was also 
rejected, reinforcing the commitment to Palestine. 

 The early search for alternatives to Palestine was abandoned prematurely, which could have led 
to a more just compromise with Palestinians. 
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National Narratives and Collective Memory 

 Nations construct narratives to create a shared history and justify their existence, especially in 
conflicts. 

 Daniel Bar-Tal emphasizes the need for coherent stories to explain reality, particularly in violent 
conflicts. 

 National narratives can distort facts and lead to biased interpretations, complicating conflict 
resolution. 

 Understanding historical narratives is crucial for comprehending state behavior in conflicts, 
particularly in the Arab-Israeli context. 

The Zionist/Israeli Narrative 

 The standard Israeli narrative claims that Palestine rightfully belongs to the Jewish people based 
on historical and religious grounds. 

 This narrative includes biblical promises made to Abraham and the historical presence of Jews in 
Palestine. 

 It asserts that Jews maintained a continuous claim to the land despite foreign conquests and 
rule. 

 The narrative portrays Arab resistance as mindless hatred rather than a legitimate response to 
foreign invasion. 

The Palestinian Narrative 

 The Palestinian narrative argues that they are the indigenous population of Palestine, 
dispossessed to fulfill Zionist aspirations. 

 It highlights the long-standing presence of Palestinians in the region, contrasting with the Jewish 
claim. 

 Observers suggest mutual recognition of each other's narratives as a potential path to peace, 
though this may overlook historical accuracy. 

 The burden of revising narratives may fall more heavily on Israel if the Palestinian narrative is 
found to be largely true. 
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Evaluating the Zionist Argument 

 The Zionist argument is divided into religious and historical components, both facing scrutiny. 

 The religious argument relies on biblical promises, which are unconvincing to many, including 
secular Jews. 

 Historical claims based on the Hebrew Bible have been challenged by modern scholarship, 
questioning the existence of key biblical figures and events. 

 Archaeological evidence does not support the notion of a singular Jewish homeland or 
continuous sovereignty over Palestine. 

Myths of Homeland and Exile 

 Myths surrounding a singular Jewish homeland and the concept of exile are critically examined. 

 Historians argue there has never been one exclusive Jewish homeland; significant Jewish 
communities existed elsewhere. 

 The narrative of a mass expulsion by Romans lacks contemporary evidence, challenging the 
myth of a widespread exile. 

 The Jewish population in Palestine remained small for centuries, undermining claims of a 
rightful sovereignty based solely on historical presence. 

The Myth of the Diaspora 

 The idea of a unified Jewish diaspora yearning to return to Palestine is questioned. 

 While some religious sentiments persisted, most Jews sought refuge in Western countries 
during crises rather than Palestine. 

 Today, many Jews do not identify with the notion of a diaspora longing for a return to Israel. 

 The historical attachment to Palestine is complex and cannot be simplified to a singular 
narrative of longing. 
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Hypothetical Validation of the Zionist Narrative 

 If the Zionist narrative were accepted as true, it raises questions about the principles of land 
ownership and historical claims. 

 The argument for eternal rights to land based on ancient connections is problematic when 
applied universally. 

 The implications of such a principle would challenge the legitimacy of numerous territorial 
claims worldwide. 

 Ultimately, the justification for land ownership must consider the rights and histories of all 
peoples involved. 

Pages - 41  --  50 

 

Title of Section 1: The Question of Historical Claims 

 The argument for Jewish claims to Palestine based on ancient history lacks universal principles. 

 No other place in the world accepts that ancient claims override the rights of current 
inhabitants. 

 Establishing limits on land claims is essential to prevent endless conflicts and maintain 
international stability. 

Title of Section 2: The Complexity of Land Claims Over Time 

 Short timeframes (a few years) do not negate past rights, as seen in the Bosnian conflict. 

 A timeframe of sixty to seventy years complicates claims; examples include the expulsion of 
ethnic Germans post-WWII. 

 Claims become less complex over longer periods; 150 years is generally too long for valid 
restitution claims. 

Title of Section 3: The Zionist Argument and Historical Context 

 The Zionist claim to Palestine is challenged by historical conquests and changes in population. 

 The Jewish Bible acknowledges that Jews were conquerors of the land, complicating their 
claims. 

 Questions arise about who should be considered the rightful claimants to Palestine without a 
universally accepted basis. 
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Title of Section 4: The Modern Arguments for Zionism 

 Modern Zionist arguments rely on the Balfour Declaration, the League of Nations Mandate, and 
the Holocaust. 

 The Balfour Declaration (1917) expressed British support for a Jewish homeland in Palestine. 

 Motivations behind the Balfour Declaration included geopolitical interests and moral obligations 
toward Jews. 

Title of Section 5: The Ambiguity of the Balfour Declaration 

 The Balfour Declaration was vague and did not explicitly call for a Jewish state. 

 It emphasized the need to protect the rights of non-Jewish communities in Palestine. 

 The declaration's legitimacy is questioned due to prior promises made to Arab leaders. 

Title of Section 6: Colonialism and Zionism 

 Critics argue that Zionism is a form of settler colonialism, supported by Western powers. 

 Early Zionist leaders viewed their movement as a civilizing mission akin to European colonialism. 

 Differences exist between Zionism and typical colonialism, particularly regarding the historical 
context of Jewish persecution. 

Title of Section 7: The Distinction Between Zionism and Colonialism 

 Some acknowledge that while Zionists had colonial ambitions, they were also refugees fleeing 
persecution. 

 This distinction complicates the narrative of Zionism as purely colonial. 

 The expansion into territories after 1967 is characterized as illegitimate settler colonialism. 

Title of Section 8: Zionism and Racism 

 The question of whether Zionism is inherently racist has been debated, especially following a 
1975 UN resolution. 

 Definitions of racism typically involve beliefs of racial superiority, which does not apply to 
mainstream Zionist ideology. 

 Israeli society has shown increasing racism, raising concerns about the future distinction 
between Zionism and racism. 
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Title of Section 9: The Impact of the Holocaust on Zionism 

 The Holocaust created a strong moral case for establishing a Jewish state. 

 The question arises as to why Palestine was chosen as the location for this state, given the 
indigenous population's rights. 

 Alternatives for resettling Jewish refugees were limited due to anti-Semitism and immigration 
restrictions in other countries. 

Title of Section 10: Conclusion on the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

 The Israeli-Palestinian conflict could have been approached differently if Zionists had 
abandoned mythological narratives. 

 The existential necessity for a Jewish state was a compelling argument but came at the cost of 
Palestinian rights. 

 Acknowledging injustices could have led to potential resolutions without compromising Israel's 
existence. 

Pages - 51  --  60 

 

The Expansionist Goals of Ben-Gurion 

 David Ben-Gurion demanded acceptance of a Jewish state in all of Palestine, including 
Transjordan, during talks with Arab leaders (1934–36). 

 His demands led to anger in the Arab world and eroded trust in Zionist intentions. 

 By 1956, Ben-Gurion reiterated his expansionist goals before the joint British/French/Israeli 
attack on Egypt. 

 Over time, Ben-Gurion's ambitions were tempered by pragmatic constraints. 

Zionist Demographics and the Issue of Transfer 

 The immediate challenge for Zionists was achieving an 80% Jewish majority in their projected 
state. 

 This could be accomplished through increased Jewish immigration and the "transfer" of Arabs 
from Palestine. 

 Jewish immigration grew to about 600,000 between the Balfour Declaration and the UN 
partition plan of 1947, but Palestinians remained a majority. 

 The slogan “a land without a people for a people without a land” reflects early Zionist attitudes 
toward Palestinian existence. 
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Historical Context of Transfer 

 The concept of transfer was integral to Zionist thought, viewed as necessary for establishing a 
viable Jewish state. 

 Major Zionist leaders like Herzl, Weizmann, and Ben-Gurion supported the idea of transferring 
Arabs, sometimes forcibly. 

 Herzl suggested economic inducements to encourage Arab emigration in his diary from June 
1895. 

Weizmann and Ben-Gurion’s Views on Transfer 

 Chaim Weizmann advocated for fostering voluntary Arab emigration, suggesting that 500,000 
Palestinians could be transferred to Iraq or Jordan. 

 Ben-Gurion was more direct, asserting that the Jewish claim to sovereignty over Palestine was 
absolute and advocating for transfer as a means to achieve this. 

Ben-Gurion’s Justification for Transfer 

 Ben-Gurion believed in the necessity of population transfer for the establishment of a Jewish 
state. 

 He expressed willingness to use force if necessary, stating, “We must expel Arabs and take their 
places, if necessary with the force at our disposal.” 

 His writings indicate a clear intent to expand Jewish settlement throughout Palestine. 

Moral Acceptability of Transfer 

 Most Zionist leaders considered transfer morally acceptable to ensure a secure Jewish state. 

 Arguments for transfer included the perceived necessity for a Jewish majority and the belief that 
Palestinians would not suffer significant harm from relocation. 

 Comparisons were made to historical precedents of population exchanges, though these do not 
constitute moral justification. 

International Perspectives on Transfer 

 The Peel Commission (1937) recommended partitioning Palestine with an exchange of 
populations to ensure majorities for both Jews and Arabs. 

 Former U.S. President Herbert Hoover and theologian Reinhold Niebuhr also supported the idea 
of transferring Arabs out of parts of Palestine. 

 Franklin Roosevelt proposed compensated transfer of Palestinian Arabs to neighboring 
countries, although this plan was rejected by the British government. 
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Arab Leaders’ Stance on Transfer 

 By the mid-1940s, some Arab leaders accepted partition followed by population exchange as a 
solution to the conflict. 

 Despite this acceptance, it is unlikely that international supporters would have endorsed the 
violent transfer that occurred in 1947-48. 

Palestinian Resistance and Nationalism 

 Prior to the Balfour Declaration, clashes between Jews and Arabs were rare; tensions escalated 
with increasing Jewish immigration. 

 The 1936 Arab revolt marked a significant increase in violence, driven by fears of losing land and 
political rights. 

 Many Palestinians sought local agreements with Jewish neighbors to avoid conflict, indicating a 
desire for coexistence rather than outright war. 

The Iron Wall Strategy 

 Jabotinsky’s “Iron Wall” strategy acknowledged the natural resistance of indigenous peoples 
against settlers. 

 He argued that only when faced with overwhelming force would Palestinians accept Jewish 
settlement. 

 While Jabotinsky did not advocate for permanent suppression, he recognized the need for an 
initial show of strength to negotiate future rights for Palestinians. 
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The Zionist Perspective on Palestinian Resistance 

 Ben-Gurion's views aligned with Jabotinsky, recognizing Palestinian claims but advocating for 
Jewish dominance through the "Iron Wall." 

 The Arab Executive Committee in the early 1930s directed violence against British forces rather 
than Jews, which impressed Ben-Gurion and led him to view the Arab uprising as a legitimate 
political movement. 

 During the 1935–36 Arab revolt, most attacks were against British forces, reinforcing Ben-
Gurion's perception of Palestinians as organized national liberation fighters. 

 Ben-Gurion acknowledged the reasons behind Arab resistance, including growing Jewish 
immigration and economic dominance, stating that both groups desired Palestine. 
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Ben-Gurion's Stance on Jewish Immigration and Arab Rights 

 Some moderate Jewish leaders suggested limiting Jewish immigration for peace; Ben-Gurion 
rejected this, asserting that peace was a means to establish Zionism fully. 

 He articulated that Arabs would not make peace because they viewed the Jewish presence as a 
theft of their land. 

 Ben-Gurion recognized Arab violence as a response to perceived usurpation, admitting that 
politically, Jews were the aggressors. 

The Iron Wall Strategy and Military Strength 

 Ben-Gurion believed that establishing a strong Jewish presence was necessary before 
negotiating with Arabs. 

 Both Jabotinsky and Ben-Gurion saw Palestinian resistance as understandable but prioritized 
Zionist goals over Arab aspirations. 

 The Iron Wall strategy emphasized military strength to coerce acceptance from the Arab 
population. 

Moshe Sharett's Moderate Views 

 Moshe Sharett was seen as a more moderate Zionist leader who understood the Arab problem 
and acknowledged the harm caused by Jewish immigration. 

 Despite his understanding, Sharett felt that realizing Zionist aspirations was necessary, even at 
the expense of Palestinian suffering. 

 He expressed doubts about the morality of Zionist actions but ultimately supported the 
necessity of achieving Zionist goals. 

Menachem Begin and the Legacy of Conquest 

 Menachem Begin, representing the Irgun, argued against viewing the land as belonging solely to 
the Jews, acknowledging the historical presence of Arabs. 

 His comments highlighted the tension between the narrative of conquest and the reality of 
indigenous rights. 

Moshe Dayan's Reflection on Violence and Resistance 

 In a 1956 speech, Moshe Dayan reflected on the plight of Palestinians in refugee camps and 
justified Israeli policies as necessary for survival. 

 He emphasized the need for military readiness to secure Jewish settlement and existence in the 
region. 
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The Psychological Impact of the Iron Wall Concept 

 Jabotinsky's ideas shaped Jewish perceptions of Arabs as enemies and fostered a belief in the 
inevitability of conflict. 

 This mindset relied on fear and self-defense, leading to dehumanization of Arabs and a sense of 
moral superiority among Jews. 

Cultural Zionism and Dissenting Voices 

 Cultural or community Zionism emerged as a dissenting perspective, opposing nationalism and 
advocating for coexistence with Arabs. 

 Ahad Ha’am criticized the treatment of Arabs by Jewish settlers and warned against provoking 
resentment. 

 Prominent figures like Martin Buber and Judah Magnes supported binational solutions, 
emphasizing ethical considerations. 

Einstein and the Call for Cooperation 

 Albert Einstein expressed disappointment in Jewish leadership's failure to seek cooperation with 
Arabs, highlighting a moral obligation to pursue justice. 

The Complexity of Historical Perspectives 

 The cultural Zionist approach raises questions about its viability in addressing Jewish existential 
needs and the realities of anti-Semitism. 

 Ben-Gurion's rejection of compromise with Palestinians was influenced by the urgency of the 
Holocaust and the need for a Jewish refuge. 

 The potential for a binational state is debated, considering historical violence and the fears of 
both communities regarding power dynamics. 

The UN Partition Plan and Its Implications 

 The British decision to end the Mandate led to the UN proposing a partition plan to resolve the 
conflict. 

 The plan aimed to create separate Jewish and Arab states, with Jerusalem as an international 
city. 

 The allocation of land favored Jews despite their minority status, leading to accusations of 
unfairness from Palestinians. 
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Zionist and Palestinian Responses to Partition 

 Ben-Gurion's acceptance of the partition plan was tactical, aiming to use it as a stepping stone 
for future expansion. 

 Palestinian leaders, particularly Amin al-Husseini, rejected the plan due to perceived inequities 
and distrust of Zionist intentions. 

 The fear of Zionist expansionism contributed to Palestinian opposition, as they believed the 
partition was merely a pretext for further territorial ambitions. 
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The Role of UN Mediator Bernadotte 

 Bernadotte negotiated the release of prisoners from Nazi concentration camps and was 
appointed by the UN as a mediator in the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

 In August 1949, he reported that Arabs feared a Jewish state would expand beyond its 
boundaries due to immigration and support from world Jewry. 

 Bernadotte believed these fears were justified, noting increased Israeli self-confidence and 
resistance to UN mediation. 

Palestinian Willingness for Compromise 

 Many Palestinians were open to negotiating a compromise settlement with Zionists. 

 The failure of the Palestinian revolt in the 1930s led to greater moderation among Palestinians 
by the mid-1940s. 

 Despite Palestinian proposals for compromise, they were ignored by Zionist leaders who sought 
full sovereignty in Palestine. 

Moral Complexity of Partition Rejection 

 The moral argument against creating a Jewish state in Palestine is based on the injustice of 
forcing Palestinians to pay for the Holocaust. 

 The UN partition plan was seen as a tragic necessity due to the historical plight of Jews, gaining 
moral legitimacy over previous colonialist impositions. 

 Palestinians were aware of Zionist intentions to reject the UN compromise, which contributed to 
their resistance to the partition plan. 
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Consequences of Palestinian Rejection of Partition 

 The rejection of the UN partition plan may have been a tactical error for Palestinians, as 
subsequent initiatives favored the Jewish community. 

 Mahmoud Abbas acknowledged the rejection as a mistake, recognizing the UN plan as the best 
offer received. 

 The Palestinians could not foresee that the international community would allow Israel to 
expand beyond the partition boundaries. 

US Support for a Jewish State 

 American presidents have historically supported the creation of a Jewish state since the Balfour 
Declaration. 

 President Woodrow Wilson expressed support for a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine, 
influenced by his Christian beliefs and the liberation of colonized peoples. 

 Subsequent presidents, including FDR, showed mixed support, balancing Zionist aspirations with 
US national interests. 

Truman's Divided Administration 

 Truman faced internal division regarding US recognition of Israel; political advisors supported it 
while foreign policy officials opposed it. 

 Concerns included potential harm to US national security and influence in the Arab world. 

 Truman’s personal beliefs and the political landscape influenced his decision to recognize Israel 
despite opposition. 

Political Considerations in Truman's Decision 

 Truman's recognition of Israel was partly motivated by the need for Jewish political support in 
the upcoming elections. 

 He acknowledged the importance of responding to constituents favoring Zionism over Arab 
interests. 

 Initially, Truman proposed a UN Trusteeship over Palestine but abandoned it due to Zionist 
protests. 

 

 

 

 



Mythologies Without End – Jerome Slater – Summary – 20241016 
 
Want More Summaries Like This?  Register! 
https://texasjournal.com/register/ 
 

Page 24 of 123 
 

Foreign Policy Establishment's Opposition 

 Key figures like General Marshall and George Kennan warned against supporting Israel, citing 
risks to US interests. 

 Their concerns were overridden by Truman’s administration, leading to the recognition of Israel. 

 Historical debates continue regarding whether Truman's decision aligned with or undermined 
US national interests. 

The Conventional Israeli Narrative of 1948 

 The dominant Israeli narrative blames Arabs and Palestinians for the conflict, claiming they 
rejected the UN partition plan. 

 This narrative suggests that Arab armies aimed to destroy Israel upon its establishment, leading 
to Palestinian displacement. 

 Recent scholarship challenges this view, emphasizing the complexity of the situation and the 
role of Zionist intentions. 

Reassessing the 1948 War and Myths 

 The "New History" movement has emerged, questioning traditional narratives about the 1948 
war and its aftermath. 

 Scholars argue that the Zionist leadership did not genuinely accept the UN partition plan and 
had expansionist goals. 

 Evidence shows many Palestinians sought peaceful coexistence, contradicting the notion of a 
unified Palestinian jihad against Jews. 
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Israeli Military Superiority in the 1948 War 

 The Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) had technological superiority over Arab armies, with increasing 
firepower throughout the war. 

 The Soviet Union supplied modern arms to Israel through Czechoslovakia. 

 IDF organization and command were superior compared to the uncoordinated Arab forces. 

 Israeli morale was significantly higher; soldiers believed their existence depended on victory, 
while Arab forces were disorganized and dispirited. 

 Historian Tom Segev concluded that the IDF's strength was decisive against both Palestinians 
and Arab armies. 
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Myths of the 1948 War 

 The narrative of a Jewish David versus an Arab Goliath has been debunked by historians like Ilan 
Pappé. 

 Myths contribute to Israel's reluctance to negotiate peace settlements with Palestinians. 

 Despite the myths being dismantled, they continue to influence Israeli attitudes towards Arabs 
and Palestinians. 

Arab Threat Perception 

 Israelis could not dismiss the Arab threat at the war's outset; there was uncertainty about the 
capabilities of invading Arab armies. 

 Arab leaders made aggressive statements before the war, contributing to Israeli fears. 

 The Holocaust's memory heightened Israeli anxiety regarding survival against potential Arab 
aggression. 

Arab State Goals and Invasion 

 The Arab invasion post-May 1948 was poorly coordinated and motivated by limited nationalist 
objectives rather than a unified goal to destroy Israel. 

 The Arab states were more concerned with territorial ambitions than establishing a Palestinian 
state. 

 The Arab attack was partly a response to Zionist actions against Palestinians, including forced 
expulsions. 

Timeline of the 1948 War 

 The Arab attacks did not occur until May 1948, after significant violence against Palestinians had 
already begun. 

 A U.S. State Department memo indicated that Israeli aggression prompted the Arab 
counterattack. 

 Inter-Arab rivalries played a significant role in the motivations behind the invasion. 

Lost Opportunities for Peace 

 The Truman administration proposed a UN trusteeship over Palestine, which was rejected by 
both Zionist leaders and Arab states. 

 There were missed opportunities for negotiation from both sides before and during the war. 

 King Abdullah of Jordan sought to avoid conflict and preferred a friendly Jewish neighbor over a 
hostile Palestinian state. 
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Egypt's Role in the War 

 Egypt was hesitant to engage in the war and sought diplomatic solutions before the conflict 
escalated. 

 King Farouk of Egypt aimed to prevent Jordan from expanding its territory and sought a buffer 
zone against Israeli expansion. 

 After the war began, Egypt attempted to negotiate a separate peace but was rebuffed by Ben-
Gurion. 

Syria and Iraq's Involvement 

 Syria's military involvement was minimal and primarily aimed at preventing Jordan from seizing 
Palestinian territories. 

 Iraq's motivations included anger over Israeli actions and aspirations for regional leadership, but 
its military presence was limited. 

The Nakba: Palestinian Expulsions 

 The narrative that Palestinians fled due to Arab propaganda is contradicted by evidence of 
forced expulsions and massacres. 

 Between December 1947 and May 1948, approximately 300,000 to 400,000 Palestinians were 
expelled or fled due to violence and psychological warfare. 

 The term "Nakba" refers to the catastrophe of Palestinian displacement during this period. 

Intentionality Behind Expulsions 

 Evidence suggests that the expulsion of Palestinians was part of a deliberate Zionist policy rather 
than solely a reaction to the Arab invasion. 

 Key figures like David Ben-Gurion were aware of and tacitly approved the expulsions. 

 Historical accounts indicate that military commanders received orders to expel Palestinians and 
destroy their villages. 

Ethnic Cleansing and Alternatives 

 The argument that ethnic cleansing was necessary for the establishment of a Jewish state is 
contested. 

 Alternative policies, such as financial compensation for voluntary relocation, were never 
seriously explored. 

 The historical context shows that the expulsion of Palestinians was driven by a desire for a 
Jewish majority rather than existential necessity. 
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Title of Section 1: The Injustice of Expulsion 

 The proposal to expel Palestinians with advance notice and compensation would still be an 
injustice, but less severe than the violent expulsion of 750,000 people during the Nakba. 

 Many Palestinians fled due to justified fears for their safety, while others were forcibly removed 
with little more than their clothes. 

Title of Section 2: Demographics and Jewish Majority 

 On the eve of UN partition, there were approximately 500,000 Jews and 400,000 non-Jews in 
the area designated for a Jewish state. 

 By the end of 1949, the Jewish population in Israel had grown to about 1 million, with further 
immigration increasing this number to around 1.85 million by 1952. 

 An 80% Jewish majority could have been achieved without expelling Palestinians, as Jewish 
immigration outpaced Palestinian natural growth rates. 

Title of Section 3: Alternatives to Transfer Policy 

 Had Zionist leaders refrained from expelling Palestinians and expanding territory beyond UN 
boundaries, it is likely that there would have been no Arab invasion in 1948. 

 The argument distinguishes between the necessity of creating a Jewish state and the belief that 
extreme injustices like the Nakba were unavoidable. 

Title of Section 4: Mitigating Post-Nakba Injustice 

 After the Nakba, Israel could have acknowledged the injustice inflicted on Palestinians and 
committed to rectifying it without compromising its security. 

 Possible actions included ensuring equal rights for Arab minorities, avoiding further territorial 
expansion, and supporting the establishment of a viable Palestinian state. 

Title of Section 5: Ben-Gurion's Expansionist Plans 

 David Ben-Gurion sought to establish a Jewish state encompassing all of Palestine, including 
parts of neighboring countries. 

 Following the Arab attack in 1948, he revealed plans to go on the offensive against Lebanon, 
Transjordan, and Syria, aiming for territorial expansion rather than mere self-defense. 
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Title of Section 6: The West Bank and Jerusalem 

 Before the war, an agreement existed between Zionists and King Abdullah of Jordan to avoid 
conflict over the West Bank. 

 However, Israeli generals pushed for the conquest of the West Bank and Jerusalem once victory 
was assured, leading to internal cabinet divisions over the issue. 

Title of Section 7: The Aftermath of the War 

 The war resulted in significant territorial gains for Israel, which ignored the UN plan for 
internationalizing Jerusalem. 

 Ben-Gurion viewed Jordanian control over the West Bank as temporary and sought to reclaim it 
later, reflecting ongoing expansionist ambitions. 

Title of Section 8: Egyptian Territorial Ambitions 

 During the war, Egypt occupied parts of the Negev Desert allocated to the Jewish state and 
proposed peace negotiations. 

 Ben-Gurion rejected these overtures, seeking instead to renew hostilities to expand Israeli 
territory further into the Negev. 

Title of Section 9: Consequences of the 1948 War 

 The war led to an exaggerated sense of Israeli power and a belief that peace with Arabs was 
unattainable. 

 It also resulted in policies prioritizing military deterrence over socio-economic development and 
fueled long-term Israeli expansionism. 

Title of Section 10: Lost Opportunities for Peace (1949-56) 

 Contrary to popular belief, it was Israel that primarily missed opportunities for peace, not the 
Arab states or Palestinians. 

 Ben-Gurion believed time was on Israel's side, leading to a reluctance to negotiate compromises 
on key issues such as borders and refugees. 
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Title of Section 1: The Lausanne Conference and Its Context 

 The conference took place in April 1949 under UN auspices, mediated by the United States. 

 Delegations from Israel, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, and the US attended. 

 Key issues included boundaries for Israel, the status of Jerusalem, and the future of Palestinian 
refugees. 

 Over seventy years later, these same issues persist, along with the demand for a Palestinian 
state. 

Title of Section 2: The Lausanne Protocol 

 The Lausanne Protocol was signed on May 12, 1949, outlining principles for peace. 

 It included recognition of the partition plan, internationalization of Jerusalem, and repatriation 
of Palestinian refugees. 

 Arab states' acceptance of the protocol indicated a reluctant acknowledgment of Israel's 
existence. 

 Israel's delegation, led by Walter Eytan, aimed to undermine the protocol due to dissatisfaction 
with its provisions. 

Title of Section 3: Territorial Issues at Lausanne 

 The Arab position demanded Israel return to UN partition boundaries, supported by the US 
delegation. 

 Israel rejected this demand outright, seeking further territorial adjustments in Lebanon and 
Syria. 

 Eytan claimed Israel wanted the entire West Bank, arguing against rewarding Jordan for its 
alleged aggression. 

Title of Section 4: The Status of Jerusalem 

 All participants agreed to the internationalization of Jerusalem as per the Protocol. 

 Arab states favored this to prevent a Jewish-controlled Jerusalem. 

 Israel had no intention of relinquishing West Jerusalem, which it had conquered during the war. 
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Title of Section 5: The Refugee Issue 

 UN Resolution 194 mandated the return of refugees wishing to live peacefully and 
compensation for those who did not. 

 Arab states demanded full repatriation but showed flexibility regarding refugees from areas 
designated for the Jewish state. 

 Israel falsely claimed that the Arab invasion caused the refugee problem, shifting responsibility 
onto Arab states. 

Title of Section 6: US Involvement and Pressure on Israel 

 Mark Ethridge expressed frustration with Israel's stance at Lausanne, urging the US to apply 
pressure. 

 Truman shared concerns about Israel's rigid attitude and warned of potential consequences for 
US-Israel relations. 

 Despite threats, Israel remained unyielding, leading to a pattern where US pressures often 
resulted in American backing down. 

Title of Section 7: Analysis of Responsibility for Lausanne's Failure 

 Israeli mythology attributes the failure of Lausanne to Arab intransigence. 

 New Historians argue that Israel bears primary responsibility for the failure due to its refusal to 
compromise. 

 Evidence suggests that Arab states were inclined to accept Israel's existence but faced Israeli 
inflexibility on key issues. 

Title of Section 8: Early State-to-State Negotiations and Missed Opportunities 

 After Lausanne, Israel rejected multiple opportunities to negotiate peace with neighboring Arab 
states. 

 The wars of 1956, 1967, and 1973 could have been avoided with a willingness to negotiate 
peace agreements. 

 Israel's expansionist goals hindered potential peace with Jordan, Syria, and Egypt. 
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Title of Section 9: Lost Opportunities for Peace with Jordan 

 Prior to the 1948 war, Israel and Jordan had a secret agreement to avoid conflict. 

 Ben-Gurion and King Abdullah opposed a Palestinian state, leading to a truce agreement post-
war. 

 Following Abdullah's assassination, King Hussein continued his grandfather's policies, 
maintaining secret meetings with Israeli leaders. 

Title of Section 10: Lost Opportunities for Peace with Syria 

 Historical opportunities existed for negotiations between Zionist leaders and Syria. 

 After the 1948 war, armistice talks were held, but Israel insisted on reflecting the war's 
outcomes. 

 Syrian Colonel Husni Zaim proposed a peace settlement, offering to resettle Palestinian 
refugees, but Ben-Gurion refused to meet him or consider concessions. 
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Title of Section 1: Shishakli's Pragmatic Approach to Israel 

 Abed Shishakli overthrew the Zaim government in Syria and aimed to continue moderate 
policies. 

 He banned the Muslim Brotherhood, sought to end border incidents with Israel, and prioritized 
relations with the US and Israel. 

 Shishakli proposed a settlement with Israel, offering to absorb 500,000 Palestinians in exchange 
for access to the Jordan River and Lake Tiberias. 

Title of Section 2: US Interest in Syrian Offers 

 The US government viewed Shishakli's proposals favorably; Acheson noted it was in US interest 
to support a stable, pro-Western government in Syria. 

 Ben-Gurion rejected any territorial or water-rights concessions to Syria, even for peace. 

Title of Section 3: Breakdown of the Armistice Agreement 

 The 1949 armistice agreement established demilitarized zones (DMZs) between Syria and Israel, 
with no sovereignty claimed by either side. 

 For about eighteen months post-armistice, there were no violent incidents, indicating a 
willingness for rapprochement. 
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Title of Section 4: Israeli Sovereignty Claims and Provocations 

 In early 1951, Israel asserted sovereignty over DMZs without strong justification, aiming to 
create "facts on the ground." 

 Israel began evicting Arab farmers and razing villages in the DMZs, leading to increased tensions 
with Syria. 

Title of Section 5: Syrian Response and Israeli Retaliation 

 Syria responded to Israeli provocations with limited shelling from the Golan Heights. 

 Israeli retaliation was disproportionate, targeting not only military positions but also civilian 
areas, resulting in significant casualties. 

Title of Section 6: Israeli Military Strategy and Provocation 

 Moshe Dayan admitted that Israel deliberately provoked Syria into clashes, stating that they 
would send tractors into DMZs knowing it would elicit a response. 

 This strategy was part of a broader pattern of Israeli actions that escalated tensions and conflicts 
with Syria. 

Title of Section 7: Escalation of Conflict Over Water Rights 

 By the mid-1950s, conflict escalated over fishing rights in Lake Tiberias, leading to exchanges of 
gunfire between Israeli and Syrian patrol boats. 

 Ariel Sharon led an unprovoked attack on Syrian positions, killing many, which was characterized 
as aggression by historians. 

Title of Section 8: Israeli Expansionism and Regional Dynamics 

 Israeli leaders, including Ben-Gurion and Dayan, sought to exploit regional instability for 
territorial expansion, particularly eyeing the Golan Heights. 

 Sharett expressed concern over the aggressive tactics employed by Israeli leadership, which 
undermined potential peace efforts. 

Title of Section 9: Secret Negotiations and Missed Opportunities 

 Between 1948 and 1955, secret talks occurred between Nasser’s Egypt and Israeli diplomats, 
exploring possibilities for peace despite provocations. 

 Nasser's fear of being seen as a traitor hindered public agreements, yet he remained open to 
dialogue. 
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Title of Section 10: The Lavon Affair and Its Consequences 

 The Lavon Affair involved Israeli operatives plotting to disrupt Western relations with Egypt, 
which backfired and caused political turmoil in Israel. 

 Despite the fallout, Nasser continued to seek peace, but escalating Israeli attacks ultimately 
shifted his focus towards military preparedness. 
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Title of Section 1: The Reluctance for Peace Talks 

 Nasser feared a secret meeting with Ben-Gurion could lead to his assassination, referencing King 
Abdullah's fate. 

 Israeli retaliatory attacks were disproportionate and included targeted assassinations of 
Egyptian military officials. 

 UN Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjöld warned that Israel's policy of retaliation would incite 
further violence rather than deter it. 

Title of Section 2: U.S. Involvement and Arms Deals 

 The Soviet Union entered into an arms deal with Egypt in September 1955, supplying military 
aircraft. 

 Israel sought U.S. arms and security guarantees but was met with reluctance from the 
Eisenhower Administration due to the unsettled Arab-Israeli conflict. 

 Eisenhower expressed moral support for Israel but prioritized maintaining good relations with 
Arab nations. 

Title of Section 3: Eisenhower’s Strategic Concerns 

 Eisenhower and Dulles believed arming Israel would escalate tensions and provoke a Soviet 
response. 

 The administration was more concerned about potential Israeli aggression than Arab aggression 
during this period. 

 Eisenhower resented the influence of the Israel lobby on U.S. foreign policy. 

 

 

 

 



Mythologies Without End – Jerome Slater – Summary – 20241016 
 
Want More Summaries Like This?  Register! 
https://texasjournal.com/register/ 
 

Page 34 of 123 
 

Title of Section 4: Planning for War 

 Ben-Gurion and Dayan planned a full-scale attack on Egypt before Nasser could fully utilize 
Soviet arms. 

 Israel formed a secret alliance with Britain and France, both opposed to Nasser's leadership. 

 The nationalization of the Suez Canal by Nasser heightened British and French animosity 
towards him. 

Title of Section 5: The Suez Crisis and Military Action 

 On October 29, 1956, Israel launched an attack on Sinai and Gaza, followed by British and 
French intervention under the pretext of protecting the Suez Canal. 

 Israel aimed to eliminate Palestinian guerrilla bases and secure shipping routes through the 
Straits of Tiran. 

 Ben-Gurion had expansive territorial ambitions beyond immediate military objectives. 

Title of Section 6: International Reactions and Consequences 

 The U.S. government, particularly Eisenhower, was taken aback by the scale of the coordinated 
attack and its implications for U.S. interests in the region. 

 Eisenhower threatened to withdraw U.S. support for Israel if it did not comply with UN calls for 
withdrawal from occupied territories. 

 The war resulted in increased animosity towards Israel in the Arab world, particularly Egypt. 

Title of Section 7: Aftermath of the Suez War 

 Despite initial military success, Israel faced international pressure to withdraw from occupied 
territories. 

 The U.S. brokered a compromise allowing Israel to maintain some control over strategic areas 
while ensuring freedom of navigation through the Gulf of Aqaba. 

 The war ultimately failed to achieve its primary goal of removing Nasser from power. 

Title of Section 8: Long-term Implications of the War 

 The Suez Crisis intensified anti-Israel sentiment in the Arab world and set the stage for future 
conflicts, including the wars of 1967 and 1973. 

 Historians note that Israel's territorial expansionism contributed to ongoing hostilities with its 
neighbors. 

 Ben-Gurion's predictions about future conflicts proved accurate as tensions persisted despite 
temporary peace. 



Mythologies Without End – Jerome Slater – Summary – 20241016 
 
Want More Summaries Like This?  Register! 
https://texasjournal.com/register/ 
 

Page 35 of 123 
 

Title of Section 9: Nuclear Ambitions Post-War 

 Following the 1956 war, Ben-Gurion sought U.S. security guarantees but turned to developing 
nuclear weapons when denied. 

 With French assistance, Israel began constructing a nuclear reactor in Dimona, which raised 
suspicions in the U.S. 

 The Kennedy administration was sympathetic to Israel but also cautious about formal security 
commitments. 

Title of Section 10: Shifting U.S. Perspectives on Israel 

 The Eisenhower administration's view of Israel evolved post-Suez, recognizing it as a strategic 
asset against radical Arab nationalism. 

 Increased U.S. aid to Israel followed, reflecting a shift in American policy toward supporting 
Israel militarily. 

 The long-term consequences of the Suez War and subsequent U.S. policies shaped the dynamics 
of Middle Eastern geopolitics for decades. 
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US-Israel Relations and Nuclear Development 

 The US aimed to maintain good relations with all nations in the Arab Middle East, as stated by 
Golda Meir. 

 By Kennedy's presidency, the Israeli nuclear development program was known, especially after 
leaks to the New York Times. 

 The Kennedy administration urged Israel to avoid weaponizing its nuclear program and allowed 
US inspections at Dimona. 

 Ben-Gurion claimed the reactor was for peaceful purposes, linking it to a desalination project 
but hinted at future possibilities. 

 Kennedy and Johnson administrations protested against the Israeli nuclear program but did not 
condition US support on its cessation. 

 Both administrations recognized Israel would likely continue its nuclear program regardless of 
US disapproval. 
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Kennedy's Commitment to Israeli Security 

 Kennedy backed away from escalating tensions over Israel's nuclear ambitions and began 
supplying defensive weapons to Israel. 

 In late 1962, he assured Golda Meir of US commitment to Israeli security, likening it to the US-
Britain relationship. 

 In October 1963, Kennedy reiterated this commitment in a letter to Prime Minister Levi Eshkol, 
framing it as a security guarantee. 

 From Nixon's administration onward, the US largely ceased addressing the issue of Israeli 
nuclear weapons. 

The 1967 War: Myths vs. Realities 

 Israeli mythology portrays the 1967 war as a defensive action forced upon Israel by Arab 
aggression. 

 Claims suggest that Israel sought peace post-war but was met with Arab rejectionism, 
encapsulated in "The Three Noes." 

 Contrary to this narrative, the decade following the 1956 Suez War saw relative quiet between 
Israel and Egypt. 

 Israeli hawks were dissatisfied with territorial gains and sought further expansion, particularly in 
the West Bank. 

Historical Context of Israeli Expansionism 

 Ilan Pappé argues that Israeli leaders viewed the 1948 war as a missed opportunity for territorial 
expansion. 

 Ben-Gurion expressed regret over not occupying more territory during earlier conflicts. 

 Research indicates that Israeli military plans for territorial expansion were in place since the 
1950s, aiming for a Greater Israel. 

Approach to War: 1965-67 

 In late 1965, an invitation for dialogue between Israeli and Egyptian officials was rejected due to 
suspicions of a trap. 

 Nasser allowed limited Palestinian raids against Israel, which escalated tensions despite his 
attempts to control them. 

 Israeli retaliations increased conflict, and violations of the 1949 armistice by Israel contributed 
to rising tensions with Syria. 
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Escalation of Tensions with Syria 

 Shlaim identifies three main sources of tension between Israel and Syria: demilitarized zones, 
water disputes, and Palestinian guerrilla activities. 

 Israeli provocations, including settlement expansions and water diversions, led to increased 
Syrian shelling. 

 Israeli military strategies aimed at provoking Syria into conflict were acknowledged by Israeli 
leaders. 

Pre-War Dynamics and Miscalculations 

 In early 1967, Israeli military actions were designed to provoke Syrian responses, leading to 
heightened tensions. 

 Despite warnings from the Soviet Union about an impending Israeli attack, both US and Israeli 
intelligence assessed that Egypt posed no immediate threat. 

 Israeli leaders believed they could defeat Arab forces even if attacked first, reflecting confidence 
in military superiority. 

Arab Rhetoric and Its Impact 

 Nasser's aggressive rhetoric and threats contributed to Israeli fears and justified their decision to 
engage in a preemptive strike. 

 Arab leaders made numerous declarations about the need to eliminate Israel, creating a climate 
of fear within Israel. 

 The historical context of the Holocaust influenced Israeli perceptions of existential threats from 
Arab states. 

Johnson Administration's Position on the 1967 War 

 Lyndon Johnson had a strong personal sympathy for Israel, shaped by his political relationships 
and public opinion. 

 Johnson authorized military assistance to Israel but was cautious about being drawn into direct 
conflict during the 1967 crisis. 

 The US government did not believe Egypt intended to attack and assessed that Israel would 
prevail in any conflict. 
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Preventive War Decision-Making 

 The Johnson administration initially opposed an Israeli preemptive strike but recognized Israel's 
determination to act in its perceived interests. 

 US intelligence reports indicated that Israel would win a conflict, regardless of who initiated 
hostilities. 

 Johnson's administration focused on avoiding entanglement in the war while acknowledging 
Israel's right to defend itself. 

Pages - 141  --  150 

 

US-Israel Relations and the 1967 War Context 

 Johnson's administration emphasized Israel's sovereignty, stating that if Israel acted alone, it 
would bear full responsibility for the consequences. 

 Johnson aimed to avoid being blamed for Jewish casualties resulting from his advice, leading 
him to refrain from pressuring Israel as Eisenhower had in 1956. 

 The US Mediterranean fleet was positioned near Syria to deter Soviet intervention during the 
conflict. 

Ambiguities in US Policy Before the War 

 Debate exists over whether Johnson effectively gave Israel a "green light" to initiate the war due 
to his lack of threats against Israeli actions. 

 Quandt describes Johnson's stance as a "yellow light," indicating he did not explicitly encourage 
or discourage Israeli military action. 

 Johnson's eventual support for Israel during the war raises questions about his initial hesitations 
and the influence of pro-Israeli sentiment in the US. 

The USS Liberty Incident 

 On June 8, 1967, Israel attacked the USS Liberty, killing 34 crew members; the attack raised 
questions about its intentionality. 

 High-ranking US officials doubted Israel's claim of pilot error, believing they knew the ship was 
American. 

 Johnson downplayed the incident to maintain strong ties with Israel, leading to perceptions that 
Israel could act without fear of US repercussions. 
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Outcome of the 1967 War 

 Israel launched a preemptive strike on June 5, 1967, claiming Egypt attacked first, destroying the 
air forces of Egypt, Jordan, and Syria. 

 Within six days, Israel captured significant territories: Sinai Peninsula, West Bank, Gaza Strip, 
and Golan Heights. 

 This territorial expansion eliminated the land allocated for a Palestinian state under the UN 
partition plan. 

Israeli Policy Towards the West Bank and Gaza 

 In 1956, Israel briefly considered permanent occupation of Gaza but ultimately withdrew under 
US pressure. 

 Prior to the 1967 war, Israeli policymakers debated the implications of capturing the West Bank, 
fearing it would lead to increased Palestinian nationalism. 

 Despite earlier concerns, the Israeli cabinet decided to annex East Jerusalem and the West Bank 
after the war, ignoring previous analyses. 

Syria and the Golan Heights 

 The Ba’ath Party's rise in Syria led to aggressive rhetoric against Israel, but historians argue Syria 
was unprepared for war. 

 Israeli military leaders sought to seize the Golan Heights despite initial opposition from Defense 
Minister Dayan, who feared provoking Soviet intervention. 

 After the war began, Dayan reversed his position and ordered an attack on the Golan Heights, 
which resulted in significant territorial gains for Israel. 

Postwar Israeli Policies 

 Following the war, Israeli intelligence recommended negotiating peace with Arab states, 
offering to return most conquered territories. 

 The cabinet's decisions included withdrawing from Sinai but retaining Gaza, while the fate of the 
West Bank remained contentious. 

 The decision to keep East Jerusalem was made without questioning its necessity, reflecting a 
shift towards permanent control. 
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Khartoum Conference and Arab Response 

 The Khartoum conference resulted in the "three noes": no peace, recognition, or negotiations 
with Israel, signaling ongoing hostilities. 

 Despite this, some scholars argue the conference indicated a shift towards political solutions 
rather than military options among Arab leaders. 

 Israeli policymakers recognized this change but used the conference's resolution to justify a 
tougher stance. 

Shift in Israeli Postwar Strategy 

 Over time, Israeli leadership became increasingly dissatisfied with their initial postwar 
proposals, retreating from offers to withdraw from occupied territories. 

 By October 1968, Israel formally rejected returning to pre-war borders, maintaining control over 
Gaza and parts of Sinai. 

 The US expressed frustration over Israel's refusal to comply with expectations for territorial 
concessions. 

Ben-Gurion's Opposition and Legacy 

 David Ben-Gurion opposed the 1967 war, fearing civilian casualties and the long-term 
implications of acquiring more Arab territory. 

 After the war, he advocated for peace treaties with Egypt and Syria, suggesting withdrawal from 
most occupied territories except Jerusalem and the Golan Heights. 

 His later reflections emphasized the importance of peace over territorial gains, highlighting a 
pragmatic approach to security. 

Long-Term Consequences of the 1967 War 

 The war's aftermath saw a gradual shift in Arab attitudes towards negotiations, influenced by 
Israel's military superiority and nuclear capabilities. 

 Israeli policies towards Palestinians evolved, with initial discussions of autonomy giving way to 
increased settlement activity and abandonment of the Palestinian option. 

 US policy remained supportive of Israel, even as officials recognized Israeli rigidity as a barrier to 
peace, leading to a complex dynamic in the region. 
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Title of Section 1: U.S. Policy Post-1967 War 

 The Johnson administration aimed to support King Hussein of Jordan and oppose Palestinian 
nationalism. 

 The U.S. government opposed any form of Palestinian self-rule in the West Bank, urging Israel to 
negotiate with Jordan instead. 

 This U.S. stance influenced Israeli policymakers, leading to a shift away from considering the 
Palestinian option. 

Title of Section 2: Israeli Policy Choices After 1967 

 Three policy options were considered by Israel regarding Palestinians: the "Palestinian option," 
the "Jordanian option," and continued Israeli rule. 

 The least favored option, continued Israeli rule, became the effective policy from 1967 onward, 
resulting in de facto annexation of the West Bank. 

Title of Section 3: Cold War Context of the Arab-Israeli Conflict 

 The Arab-Israeli conflict was intertwined with U.S.-Soviet rivalry during the Cold War. 

 The U.S. perceived Soviet involvement as an attempt to dominate the Middle East and 
undermine Western interests. 

 Misunderstandings about Soviet objectives led to missed opportunities for peace and increased 
tensions between superpowers. 

Title of Section 4: Competing Theories of Soviet Objectives 

 The first theory posits that Soviet policy was driven by global expansionism and revolutionary 
ideology. 

 The second theory suggests Soviet actions were reactive and pragmatic, avoiding direct 
confrontation with the U.S. 

 The third theory argues that Soviet behavior was defensive, motivated by security concerns 
rather than expansionist ambitions. 

Title of Section 5: Historical Context of Soviet Involvement 

 Initially, the Soviet Union supported Israel's creation in 1948 to diminish British influence and 
gain favor in the West. 

 Support shifted due to various factors, including Israel's alignment with the West and the rise of 
Arab nationalism. 

 By the early 1950s, the Soviets began providing military support to Arab states, particularly 
Egypt. 
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Title of Section 6: U.S. Policies Prompting Soviet Engagement 

 U.S. policies, such as the Baghdad Pact and Eisenhower Doctrine, prompted Arab nations to seek 
Soviet support. 

 Nasser's alliance with the Soviets was a reaction to perceived threats from U.S. military alliances 
in the region. 

 The Soviet Union's military assistance to Egypt began in 1955, marking a significant shift in 
regional dynamics. 

Title of Section 7: Soviet Proposals for Peace Settlements 

 Throughout the Cold War, the Soviets proposed several peace initiatives that were largely 
ignored by the U.S. 

 These proposals included mutual nonintervention and arms limitation agreements in the Middle 
East. 

 The U.S. consistently rejected Soviet involvement in peace negotiations, further polarizing the 
conflict. 

Title of Section 8: Dual-Track Soviet Policy Post-1967 

 After the 1967 war, the Soviets focused on rebuilding Arab military capabilities while advocating 
for political settlements. 

 They sought to deter Arab attacks on Israel while encouraging negotiations for peace. 

 Soviet advisors maintained control over advanced weapons to prevent escalation into full-scale 
conflicts. 

Title of Section 9: Superpower Negotiations Following the 1967 War 

 A brief convergence of U.S. and Soviet policies occurred after the 1967 war, leading to UN 
Resolution 242. 

 This resolution called for Israeli withdrawal from occupied territories and recognized Israel's 
right to exist. 

 While Arab states eventually accepted the resolution, Israel consolidated its control over the 
territories. 
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Title of Section 10: Nixon Administration's Approach to the Conflict 

 Nixon had mixed feelings about Israel, admiring its anti-communism but frustrated by its 
intransigence. 

 His administration faced challenges in balancing support for Israel with the need for a diplomatic 
resolution to the conflict. 

 The complexities of U.S. foreign policy during this period reflected broader geopolitical 
considerations in the Cold War context. 
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Title of Section 1: Nixon's Dilemma on Soviet Proposals 

 Nixon was inclined to accept Soviet proposals for a comprehensive settlement of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

 There was an internal debate within Nixon's administration regarding whether to focus on 
containment or cooperation with the Soviet Union in the Middle East. 

 Kissinger had strong views on the Middle East, which were not necessarily well-informed. 

Title of Section 2: Kissinger's Opposition to Soviet Diplomacy 

 After the 1973 war, Nixon believed in joint US-Soviet efforts for peace, but Kissinger dissuaded 
him, citing a lack of Soviet willingness to compromise. 

 Kissinger's dismissal of Soviet diplomacy contradicted State Department analyses and historical 
evidence. 

 Kissinger viewed Soviet involvement as a threat to US interests in the Middle East. 

Title of Section 3: The Rogers Plan and US-Soviet Negotiations 

 The State Department, under Secretary William Rogers, took Soviet proposals seriously and 
sought a political settlement involving them. 

 Kissinger allowed negotiations to proceed but had no intention of supporting the Rogers Plan. 

 The Rogers Plan aimed for a US/Soviet-mediated agreement between Israel and Egypt based on 
UN Resolution 242. 
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Title of Section 4: Israeli Resistance to Peace Initiatives 

 Israel rejected the principle of withdrawal from territories occupied in 1967 and actively 
campaigned against the Rogers Plan. 

 Yitzhak Rabin, then Israeli ambassador to the US, opposed the plan and mobilized public opinion 
against it. 

 Nixon's administration was influenced by Israeli opposition, leading to a lack of pressure on 
Israel for negotiations. 

Title of Section 5: Missed Opportunities for Joint Superpower Action 

 Nixon expressed a desire to impose a settlement in concert with the Soviets but failed to follow 
through due to Kissinger's sabotage of negotiations. 

 Kissinger's strategy involved evasion and delay, undermining the potential for a negotiated 
settlement. 

 The US arms flow to Israel diminished any incentive for Israel to negotiate based on the Rogers 
Plan. 

Title of Section 6: The Canal War and Escalation of Conflict 

 The Canal War (1970) saw increased military actions between Israel and Egypt, with the US 
providing advanced weapons to Israel. 

 Nasser sought Soviet assistance, leading to a limited Soviet military presence in Egypt. 

 Kissinger dismissed Soviet motivations as irrelevant, viewing their actions as a strategic threat. 

Title of Section 7: The 1973 War and Its Political Implications 

 Egypt and Syria initiated the 1973 war to force Israel into negotiations, aiming for limited 
military objectives. 

 Sadat's strategy was to demonstrate military capability without threatening Israel's homeland. 

 The war resulted in significant political shock for Israel, prompting eventual negotiations. 

Title of Section 8: Superpower Dynamics During the 1973 War 

 The Soviet Union warned its allies against going to war but could not prevent them from doing 
so. 

 Nixon and Kissinger initially considered using the war to pressure Israel into negotiations. 

 Kissinger played a double game, encouraging Israeli advances while also recognizing the need 
for a ceasefire. 
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Title of Section 9: Postwar Negotiations and Lost Opportunities 

 Following the 1973 war, there were attempts at US-Soviet negotiations, but the US excluded the 
Soviets from the diplomatic process. 

 Nixon showed initial willingness to cooperate with the Soviets, but Kissinger undermined these 
efforts. 

 The failure to pursue a comprehensive peace settlement after the war represented a significant 
lost opportunity. 

Title of Section 10: Ford Administration's Approach to the Conflict 

 Nixon's resignation led to Kissinger continuing to dominate US policy under Ford, resisting 
pressures on Israel. 

 Ford and Kissinger recognized the need for a new approach, including addressing Palestinian 
issues and involving the Soviets. 

 Despite initial intentions, the Ford administration ultimately did not change its stance 
significantly due to Israeli intransigence and lobbying. 
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US Policy and Israeli Military Assistance 

 The US administration decided against changing its policies toward Israel, emphasizing that 
Israel was a reliable barrier against outside domination in the region. 

 US military assistance to Israel was not to be used as leverage; instead, it was to respond to 
Israel's urgent military and economic needs. 

 Ford and Kissinger agreed to pay the price demanded by Israel for partial withdrawal from Sinai, 
including increased military and economic aid, no talks with the PLO, and guarantees regarding 
oil supplies. 

Carter Administration's Commitment to Israel 

 President Jimmy Carter was morally and religiously committed to Israel's survival and security, 
influenced by his Southern Baptist background. 

 In his memoirs, Carter expressed a belief that Jews deserved their own nation due to historical 
persecution, viewing this as compatible with biblical teachings. 

 Despite criticism of Israeli policies, many Israeli officials acknowledged that Carter's views 
aligned with those of Jewish critics of Israeli actions. 
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Carter's Critique of Israeli Policies 

 Carter faced accusations of anti-Semitism for criticizing Israeli policies towards Palestinians, but 
he maintained that his concerns were shared by many Israelis. 

 Tom Segev noted that Carter's arguments were well-founded and echoed sentiments found in 
Israeli media and human rights organizations. 

 Carter emphasized his commitment to Israel's future as a Jewish and democratic state, 
expressing deep concern over its security. 

Stagnation of Peace Efforts in the Mid-1970s 

 By mid-1975, the step-by-step approach to peace was losing momentum, with the Palestinian 
issue identified as central to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

 A Brookings Institution report called for an Israeli withdrawal to pre-1967 borders and the 
establishment of a Palestinian state, influencing Carter's policy direction. 

 Key figures in the Carter administration, including Zbigniew Brzezinski and Cyrus Vance, 
supported the idea of Soviet involvement in negotiations. 

Joint Soviet-US Communique and Its Implications 

 The October 1977 Joint Communique called for a new Geneva peace conference co-chaired by 
the US and the Soviet Union. 

 Principles included mutual recognition, withdrawal from occupied territories, demilitarized 
zones, international guarantees, and addressing the Palestinian question. 

 The Soviets made significant compromises, leading to a situation where the principles favored 
the Carter administration, yet the effort ultimately failed. 

Carter's Retreat from Comprehensive Settlement 

 Carter backed away from the comprehensive settlement due to strong Israeli opposition and 
threats from Israeli officials. 

 Most Arab states were also unenthusiastic about a superpower-mediated settlement, 
particularly after Sadat sought a separate peace with Israel. 

 The Cold War context shifted Carter's focus back to traditional US policies resisting Soviet 
influence, especially after the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 
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Missed Opportunities for Peace 

 The mid-1970s presented several opportunities for a comprehensive peace settlement, which 
were squandered due to various factors including Israeli intransigence and American ideological 
rigidity. 

 The Soviet Union's behavior in the Middle East did not align with US perceptions of 
expansionism; rather, it sought regional influence similar to the US. 

 The strategic alliance between the US and Israel inadvertently facilitated Soviet influence in the 
region. 

Egypt's Attempts at Peace with Israel 

 Egypt consistently sought to avoid wars with Israel and proposed compromise peace offers, 
which were often rejected by Israeli leaders. 

 King Farouk's secret overtures before the 1948 war indicated a willingness to negotiate, which 
could have prevented the conflict. 

 Throughout subsequent conflicts, Egypt continued to send peace feelers, but Israeli leadership, 
particularly Ben-Gurion, dismissed these proposals. 

The Role of Sadat and the Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty 

 Sadat aimed to recover lost territories while seeking an end to the overall Arab-Israeli conflict, 
but prioritized Egypt's interests over Palestinian rights. 

 Begin's refusal to consider withdrawing from occupied territories hindered comprehensive 
peace efforts, leading to a focus on a bilateral settlement. 

 The March 1979 peace treaty between Egypt and Israel marked a significant achievement, 
ending hostilities but leaving broader Arab-Israeli issues unresolved. 

Consequences of the Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty 

 The treaty has proven durable despite regional upheavals, but Egypt's separate peace has 
allowed Israel to maintain its stance on other territorial disputes. 

 Carter recognized the need for a just resolution to the Palestinian issue but faced constraints 
from domestic politics and Israeli intransigence. 

 Ultimately, the lack of pressure on Israel regarding Palestinian rights contributed to ongoing 
tensions and suffering for the Palestinian people. 
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Palestinian Autonomy and Israeli Occupation 

 The concept of Palestinian "autonomy" was largely seen as a facade, with Israel maintaining its 
occupation and repression. 

 Michael Bar-Zohar noted that Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin did not genuinely intend 
to establish autonomy in the West Bank. 

 Begin believed Egyptian President Sadat was indifferent to the West Bank, using the autonomy 
agreements merely as a political cover. 

Jordan's Role in the Arab-Israeli Conflict 

 Between 1947 and early 1967, secret agreements existed between Israeli leaders and Jordanian 
kings Abdullah and Hussein to avoid conflict over the West Bank. 

 King Abdullah annexed the West Bank in April 1950, preventing the establishment of a 
Palestinian state. 

 A de facto peace persisted between Israel and Jordan until tensions rose due to Fatah guerrilla 
raids from Jordan. 

Escalation of Tensions Leading to War 

 On November 13, 1966, Israel retaliated against a Palestinian attack with a major raid on a West 
Bank town, resulting in casualties among Jordanian forces. 

 King Hussein faced pressure to ally with Egypt and Syria, leading to a mutual defense pact signed 
on May 30, 1967. 

 Despite notifying Israel of his limited military involvement, Jordan's army engaged heavily in the 
conflict, bombarding West Jerusalem. 

Hussein's Regret Over Joining the 1967 War 

 In a speech marking the war's anniversary, King Hussein expressed regret for joining the conflict, 
attributing it to external pressures and rising nationalism. 

Attempts at Peace Post-1967 War 

 After the war, King Hussein sought formal peace with Israel, proposing compromises regarding 
sovereignty over the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 

 Israel rejected these proposals, indicating that its insistence on full control over "Judea and 
Samaria" was a significant barrier to peace. 
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Continued Diplomatic Efforts and Stalemate 

 In 1972, Hussein offered a confederation with the PLO if Israel withdrew from occupied 
territories, but Israel remained uninterested. 

 Even after the 1973 war, Hussein continued to seek either an interim agreement or a full peace 
treaty contingent on territorial withdrawal. 

The London Accord and Its Rejection 

 In 1987, Hussein and Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres discussed the London Accord, which 
proposed a new entity for the West Bank and Gaza. 

 The agreement was vetoed by then-Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, despite its potential to 
resolve the Palestinian question without territorial concessions. 

Changing Dynamics Leading to the 1994 Peace Treaty 

 By the late 1980s, conditions for a peace settlement improved as Israeli leaders lost interest in 
territorial expansion and Hussein renounced claims over the West Bank. 

 Fearing instability from Palestinian nationalism, Hussein decided to relinquish Jordan's claim to 
the West Bank, paving the way for the peace treaty. 

Key Provisions of the Israeli-Jordanian Peace Treaty 

 Signed on October 26, 1994, the treaty included security arrangements, normalization of 
relations, border demarcation, and resource sharing. 

 While Israel maintained control over Jerusalem, Jordan retained special responsibilities for 
Islamic sites in the city. 

Strains on the Peace Treaty and Future Risks 

 The peace treaty has faced challenges due to Israeli security measures and growing Jordanian 
discontent over the Palestinian situation. 

 Concerns have arisen regarding the revival of the "Jordan is Palestine" strategy, which could 
destabilize Jordan and threaten the monarchy. 
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Title of Section 1: Reagan's Peace Proposal 

 In mid-August, the Reagan administration proposed an Israeli-Palestinian peace plan. 

 The plan called for an immediate end to new Jewish settlements in the West Bank and Gaza. 

 Reagan emphasized the Palestinian people's yearning for a just solution beyond refugee issues. 

 He referenced the Camp David agreement acknowledging "the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people." 

 Begin, the Israeli Prime Minister, resisted pressure on security and ideological grounds, 
particularly regarding continued Israeli rule over the West Bank. 

Title of Section 2: Shift in U.S. Policy Post-Lebanon Crisis 

 After the Lebanon crisis, U.S. interests in Israel increased, leading to reduced pressure on Israel 
regarding settlements. 

 Reagan backed away from pressuring Israel and instead increased military and political 
assistance. 

 Formal agreements were established for U.S.-Israeli military, intelligence, and counterterrorism 
cooperation. 

Title of Section 3: Consequences of the 1982 Lebanon War 

 Israeli invasion of Lebanon was deemed a failure by Israeli commentators. 

 The PLO recovered, and resistance to Israeli occupation intensified in Gaza and the West Bank. 

 Israel's Christian allies failed to gain power in Lebanon, leading to the rise of Hezbollah. 

 Israel's actions tarnished its global image and created friction with Jewish communities in the 
West. 

Title of Section 4: The 1993 War and Its Aftermath 

 An agreement between Israel and Lebanon in May 1983 ended the state of war but allowed for 
a security zone. 

 Armed clashes continued between Hezbollah and Israel, with Hezbollah using guerrilla tactics. 

 Tensions eased until the killing of Hezbollah leader Abbas al Musawi in 1992, which escalated 
retaliatory attacks. 
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Title of Section 5: Israeli Military Strategy in Lebanon 

 Following the killing of Musawi, Israel launched a major attack on Lebanon targeting both 
military and civilian infrastructure. 

 Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin acknowledged that attacks aimed to make southern Lebanon 
uninhabitable. 

 Despite civilian destruction, the strategy failed to weaken Hezbollah's influence. 

Title of Section 6: Operation Grapes of Wrath (1996) 

 In April 1996, Israel launched "Operation Grapes of Wrath," attacking Lebanese infrastructure 
and displacing civilians. 

 The U.S. initially supported Israel but later urged restraint as civilian casualties mounted. 

 A ceasefire was brokered, establishing unwritten rules against targeting civilians, though 
violations occurred. 

Title of Section 7: The 2006 Israeli Attack on Lebanon 

 An uneasy peace followed Israel's withdrawal from southern Lebanon in 2000 until Hezbollah's 
attack in July 2006. 

 Israel responded with a full-scale military operation aimed at Hezbollah and its rocket arsenal. 

 Israeli leaders threatened severe consequences for Lebanese infrastructure if their soldiers were 
not returned. 

Title of Section 8: Humanitarian Impact of the 2006 Conflict 

 The New York Times reported extensive damage to Lebanese infrastructure, including homes, 
businesses, and utilities. 

 Civilian casualties were significant, with at least 1,100 Lebanese killed, mostly civilians. 

 International investigations concluded that Israel committed war crimes during the conflict. 

Title of Section 9: Mutual Deterrence Post-2006 

 The 2006 conflict was viewed as a failure for Israel; Hezbollah's capabilities were restored and 
strengthened. 

 Hezbollah leaders expressed a desire for mutual deterrence, warning Israel against future 
attacks. 

 Both sides have avoided major conflicts since 2006, maintaining a fragile no-war, no-peace 
situation. 
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Title of Section 10: The Israeli-Syrian Conflict Overview 

 The section recaps Syrian-Israeli relations from the Balfour Declaration through the 1973 war. 

 Syria initially rejected Zionist aspirations but joined the Arab invasion of Israel in 1948. 

 The 1967 war resulted in Israel seizing the Golan Heights, leading to ongoing territorial disputes. 

 Hafez Assad shifted towards seeking a negotiated settlement after the 1973 war, accepting UN 
Resolution 242. 
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Historical Context of Water Rights and Borders 

 The 1947 UN partition plan retained boundaries established by the 1923 agreement. 

 The 1923 agreement distinguished between sovereignty over water sources (Jordan River and 
Lake Tiberias) and water usage rights. 

 "Any existing rights over the use of the waters of the Jordan by the inhabitants of Syria shall be 
maintained unimpaired." 

 The border near Lake Tiberias was only 10 meters from the shoreline, allowing Syrian villagers 
access to water resources. 

Impact of the 1948 War on Territorial Control 

 During the 1948 war, the Syrian army captured land near Lake Tiberias, gaining direct access to 
the lake. 

 This territorial gain became a central issue in Israeli-Syrian peace talks from 1948 to 2018. 

 Menachem Begin's 1981 announcement of Israeli law over the Golan Heights complicated 
negotiations. 

Water as a Central Issue in Negotiations 

 Israel relied on Lake Tiberias for 40% of its drinking water, making control over it crucial. 

 Syrian assurances during negotiations indicated they would not pollute or pump water from the 
lake or river if allowed to return to their borders. 

 Historical context: Syria had not interfered with Israel’s access to these water sources during its 
previous control. 
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Symbolism in the Israeli-Syrian Conflict 

 For Syria, the conflict was about "justice" and "rights," emphasizing the need to regain lost 
territory. 

 For Israel, the boundary dispute symbolized the principle that nations should not benefit from 
military aggression. 

 Both sides viewed the territorial and water disputes as symbolic rather than purely practical 
issues. 

Shifts in Syrian Position on Palestinian Statehood 

 Initially, Assad linked Syrian-Israeli peace to an Israeli withdrawal and the creation of a 
Palestinian state. 

 After Egypt's separate peace with Israel, Assad softened his stance, indicating he would accept 
any solution acceptable to the PLO. 

 By August 1993, Assad stated that an Israeli-Syrian peace agreement would not depend on 
resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

The Rabin-Assad Negotiations 

 Intense secret negotiations began in late 1992, leading to a draft agreement addressing key 
issues. 

 Rabin agreed to withdraw to pre-June 1967 lines, allowing Assad to achieve symbolic goals 
regarding territory. 

 In exchange, Assad committed to demilitarizing the Golan and normalizing relations with Israel. 

Challenges in the Peace Process Post-Rabin 

 Rabin suspended talks due to public opinion concerns about simultaneous agreements with 
Palestinians and Syrians. 

 The introduction of a national referendum requirement complicated negotiations under Peres. 

 Domestic opposition to withdrawal from the Golan Heights grew, impacting the peace process. 

Netanyahu's Approach to Syrian Negotiations 

 Netanyahu initially signaled willingness to negotiate but refused to reaffirm previous 
commitments to withdraw from the Golan. 

 Secret talks continued through intermediaries, but progress stalled due to Netanyahu's refusal 
to provide clear withdrawal maps. 

 Public opposition influenced Netanyahu's decision-making regarding peace negotiations. 
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Barak's Resumption of Negotiations 

 Barak's government resumed negotiations, reaffirming commitment to withdraw based on 
Rabin's principles. 

 A draft treaty emerged, narrowing differences on sovereignty, water, and security 
arrangements. 

 Despite some progress, Barak faced domestic opposition and ultimately retreated from earlier 
positions. 

Olmert's Attempts at Peace with Syria 

 Following Sharon's stroke, Olmert took office and initially dismissed Assad's overtures for 
renewed negotiations. 

 However, negotiations progressed, reaching agreement on principles governing a potential 
peace treaty. 

 Key issues included sovereignty, water rights, and security arrangements, but Olmert ultimately 
rejected official negotiations due to public sentiment and concurrent Palestinian negotiations. 
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Netanyahu and Syria: Initial Peace Efforts 

 In March 2009, Benjamin Netanyahu was elected for a second term as prime minister. 

 John Kerry met with Bashar Assad in late 2009; Assad expressed readiness to reopen 
negotiations with Israel. 

 Kerry advised Assad to send a secret proposal to President Obama to facilitate discussions with 
Netanyahu. 

Assad's Proposal and Israeli Response 

 In 2010, Assad sent a letter to Obama outlining Syria's willingness to take steps in exchange for 
the return of the Golan Heights. 

 Netanyahu authorized secret talks, influenced by military and defense officials. 

 Netanyahu indicated he would discuss withdrawal from the Golan Heights if Syria abandoned its 
alliance with Iran and Hezbollah. 
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Stalled Negotiations and Civil War Impact 

 Talks continued until March 2011 but stalled due to both sides' reluctance to clarify their 
bottom lines. 

 The outbreak of the Syrian civil war in early 2011 led Netanyahu to end the negotiations. 

Israel's Dual-Track Policy Post-Civil War 

 Israel adopted a dual approach towards Assad's regime: attacking Iranian and Hezbollah forces 
while also acting as a "silent ally." 

 Despite attacks, Assad prevented any assaults on Israel from Syrian territory, maintaining a 
status quo. 

U.S. Recognition of Golan Heights 

 In March 2019, the Trump administration recognized Israeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights 
at Netanyahu's urging. 

 This recognition likely closed off future negotiations regarding the Golan in peace agreements. 

Potential for Armed Conflict 

 The absence of a peace treaty raises concerns about potential armed conflict, especially with 
ongoing Iranian military support for Assad. 

 Israel's fixation on symbolic issues, such as control over Lake Tiberias, has hindered peace 
opportunities. 

Historical Context of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

 Prior to the 1917 Balfour Declaration, Palestine was predominantly Arab Muslim, ruled by 
foreign empires. 

 Zionist claims assert that Jews are the legitimate indigenous people of Palestine despite 
historical demographics. 

Zionist Migration and Palestinian Resistance 

 Jewish migration increased due to Zionism, leading to resistance from the indigenous 
population. 

 Major riots occurred in response to British rule and Zionist settlements during the early 20th 
century. 
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Misunderstanding of Palestinian Presence 

 Zionists were aware of the Arab majority in Palestine, contradicting the notion of "a land 
without a people." 

 The conclusion drawn by Zionist leaders was that Palestinian resistance needed to be militarily 
defeated. 

Lost Opportunities for Peace Post-1948 

 After the 1948 war, there was little organized Palestinian resistance due to external control of 
Gaza and the West Bank. 

 The PLO was formed in 1964 to represent Palestinian nationalism, initially committed to 
liberating all of Palestine. 

PLO's Evolution and Terrorism 

 The PLO turned to terrorism in the early 1970s to draw international attention to the Palestinian 
cause. 

 While this strategy raised awareness, it ultimately undermined the Palestinian cause and led to 
criticism from supporters. 

Shift Towards Compromise 

 By the early 1970s, the PLO began showing signs of willingness to seek a compromise with Israel. 

 Arafat's decision to halt attacks within pre-1967 boundaries indicated a shift toward 
pragmatism, though it was largely ignored by Israel. 
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US Policy and the PLO's Evolving Position (1970-1981) 

 Declassified documents show that as early as 1970, US State Department officials argued for 
including Palestinians in peace negotiations. 

 Key figures like William Quandt and Joseph Sisco believed Arafat was moving towards 
recognizing Israel’s right to exist. 

 Officially, Nixon administration, particularly Henry Kissinger, rejected dialogue with the PLO, 
insisting on recognition of Israel first. 

 Kissinger acknowledged changes in PLO policies but expressed skepticism about a Palestinian 
state being moderate or stable. 

 Despite official stances, a secret back-channel dialogue between the PLO and CIA occurred, 
indicating some US flexibility. 

 Arafat perceived potential US support for a two-state solution, contingent on cessation of 
terrorism. 

 The 1973 Arab defeat led Arafat to seek compromise, culminating in the PLO's 1974 strategy 
shift towards limited territorial claims. 

Israeli Rejectionism and Palestinian Moderation (1974-1988) 

 Israel dismissed signs of Palestinian moderation, viewing them as insubstantial. 

 Over three years, Arafat's moderate stance gained majority support within the PLO. 

 In January 1976, the PLO supported a UN resolution for a two-state settlement based on pre-
1967 borders. 

 By April 1981, the PLO endorsed a Soviet proposal for peace, advocating for a Palestinian state 
alongside Israel. 

 Israeli leaders like Menachem Begin and Yitzhak Shamir ignored these developments, 
maintaining opposition to Palestinian rights. 

 By late 1980s, acceptance of a Palestinian state alongside Israel became the preferred position 
among Palestinians. 
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PLO Recognition of Israel and Shift Towards Peace (1988) 

 In November 1988, the PLO officially recognized Israel and accepted its right to exist. 

 The PLO sought a Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza, with East Jerusalem as its capital. 

 The new state would be largely demilitarized and welcome international peacekeeping forces. 

 Arafat emphasized the need for assurances from Israel regarding statehood before making 
direct statements about coexistence. 

Arab States' Movement Towards Two-State Solution (1975-1981) 

 Post-1973 war, several Arab states began advocating for a two-state solution. 

 King Khaled of Saudi Arabia proposed recognizing Israel if a Palestinian state was established. 

 Crown Prince Fahd expanded this proposal in 1981, calling for Israeli withdrawal and Palestinian 
statehood. 

 Israel and the Reagan administration rejected the Fahd plan, despite it indicating Arab readiness 
to accept Israel. 

Reagan Administration's Peace Initiatives (1982-1983) 

 Reagan proposed a peace plan emphasizing Palestinian autonomy without establishing an 
independent state. 

 The plan included a five-year transitional period for Palestinian self-governance. 

 Israel rejected the Reagan Plan, announcing further settlement expansions instead. 

 The PLO cautiously responded to the Reagan Plan, acknowledging it as an improvement over 
previous US policies. 

The Fez Plan and Arab Unity (1982-1983) 

 An Arab summit adopted the modified Fahd plan, recognizing the PLO as the legitimate 
representative of Palestinians. 

 The PLO endorsed the Fez Plan, which later evolved into the Arab Peace Initiative. 

 The Reagan administration's attempts to bypass the PLO in favor of Jordanian leadership failed. 
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First Palestinian Intifada (1987-1993) 

 The intifada began in December 1987 as a grassroots uprising against Israeli occupation. 

 It was characterized by civil resistance rather than armed rebellion, with widespread protests 
and strikes. 

 Israeli military response included mass arrests, torture, and violent suppression of 
demonstrations. 

 The intifada resulted in significant casualties, with over 1,100 Palestinians killed and thousands 
wounded. 

Bush Administration and Madrid Conference (1989-1991) 

 George H.W. Bush's administration aimed for a compromise peace settlement while supporting 
Israel's security. 

 Secretary of State James Baker emphasized the need for Israel to halt settlement expansion. 

 The Madrid Conference convened in October 1991, co-chaired by Bush and Gorbachev, but 
ended in deadlock due to Israeli intransigence. 

 Shamir admitted to using the conference as a stalling tactic while continuing settlement 
activities. 

Post-Madrid US Policies (1991-1993) 

 Following Madrid, US involvement in Israeli-Palestinian talks diminished, with no significant 
pressure on Israel. 

 The administration reassured pro-Israel groups of continued support and aid, despite ongoing 
settlement expansion. 

 Before leaving office, the Bush administration provided vague loan guarantees to Israel, allowing 
for unrestricted spending. 

Oslo Accords and Changing Dynamics (1993) 

 Changes in Israeli public opinion and PLO leadership led to secret negotiations resulting in the 
Oslo Accords. 

 By 1989, many Israelis recognized the unsustainable nature of the occupation. 

 Rabin's government shifted towards negotiating with the PLO, driven by the costs of the status 
quo. 

 The Declaration of Principles signed in September 1993 marked a commitment to end conflict 
and recognize mutual rights. 
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Title of Section 1: Authority and Responsibilities in the Oslo Accords 

 The Palestinian Authority (PA) was granted authority over education, culture, health, social 
welfare, taxation, and internal security. 

 Israel retained military control and responsibility for external threats during the interim period. 

 The PA was to create a strong police force for internal security. 

Title of Section 2: Framework for Permanent Settlement 

 A permanent settlement was to be based on Security Council Resolution 242, which called for 
Israeli withdrawal from territories conquered in 1967 but did not explicitly mention an 
independent Palestinian state. 

 Major unresolved issues included the status of Jerusalem, borders, water resources, Jewish 
settlements, and the right of return for Palestinian refugees. 

 These significant issues were deferred for negotiation during the five-year transitional period. 

Title of Section 3: Mutual Recognition Letters 

 Arafat's letter recognized Israel's right to exist and committed to peaceful resolution and 
renunciation of violence. 

 Rabin's letter only recognized the PLO as the representative of the Palestinian people and 
initiated negotiations without committing to any specific concessions. 

Title of Section 4: Criticism of Arafat's Concessions 

 Critics like Edward Said argued that Arafat's concessions effectively solidified Israeli occupation 
and control. 

 Yezid Sayigh noted that the Oslo agreements obscured the extent of Israeli control over 
Palestinian life. 

 Arafat's acceptance of the accords was seen as a significant compromise, conceding much of 
Palestine to Israel. 
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Title of Section 5: Motivations Behind Arafat's Acceptance 

 Some Palestinian leaders defended the agreement as a chance to create facts on the ground for 
future negotiations. 

 Analysts suggested Arafat believed this was his best opportunity for statehood given the power 
dynamics with Israel. 

 Arafat may have hoped for evolving Israeli positions towards eventual statehood. 

Title of Section 6: Oslo 2 Agreement Overview 

 Oslo 2, signed in September 1995, aimed to implement the Declaration of Principles from Oslo 
1. 

 It outlined Israeli withdrawals from Gaza and major Palestinian population centers while leaving 
East Jerusalem undecided. 

 The West Bank was divided into Areas A, B, and C, with varying degrees of Palestinian 
governance and Israeli control. 

Title of Section 7: Economic and Resource Control 

 The Oslo Accords did not eliminate Israeli control over the Palestinian economy, maintaining 
trade and customs controls. 

 Water resource allocation heavily favored Israel, with Palestinians receiving less than 20% of the 
total. 

 The PA became dependent on Israeli goodwill for revenue, undermining its autonomy. 

Title of Section 8: Preservation of Occupation 

 The Oslo Accords allowed Israel to transfer responsibilities to the PA while retaining effective 
control over key aspects of Palestinian life. 

 The agreements were criticized for outsourcing the occupation and consolidating Israeli 
dominance. 

 Rabin’s statements indicated a preference for a Palestinian entity that was less than a state. 
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Title of Section 9: Escalation of Violence and Political Divisions 

 Following the signing of the accords, violence escalated, including attacks by both Palestinian 
extremists and Israeli settlers. 

 The PA worked to combat terrorism, often cooperating with Israeli forces, despite facing 
challenges from extremist groups. 

 The assassination of Rabin in 1995 marked a turning point, leading to increased tensions and 
setbacks in the peace process. 

Title of Section 10: Beilin-Abu Mazen Accord and Aftermath 

 The Beilin-Abu Mazen Accord proposed a framework for a final-state agreement, envisioning a 
demilitarized Palestinian state. 

 Key issues such as Jerusalem and refugees remained contentious, with compromises suggested 
but not finalized. 

 Peres's government continued settlement expansion and violated the spirit of the Oslo Accords, 
undermining prospects for peace. 
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Title of Section 1: Netanyahu's Actions Against the Oslo Accords 

 After defeating Shimon Peres in May 1996, Netanyahu aimed to dismantle the Oslo Accords. 

 He rapidly expanded Jewish settlements in occupied territories and East Jerusalem, displacing 
thousands of Palestinians. 

 Netanyahu reneged on troop withdrawal commitments from the West Bank and tightened 
Israeli control over East Jerusalem. 

 He imposed economic closures on Palestinian businesses and refused to engage in negotiations 
for a permanent settlement. 

 Ron Pundak noted that Netanyahu "sabotaged the peace process relentlessly" and sought to 
delegitimize Palestinian partners. 
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Title of Section 2: Netanyahu's Admission of Sabotage 

 In 2001, Netanyahu was recorded admitting to using manipulative tactics to undermine the Oslo 
Accords. 

 He claimed defining the Jordan Valley as a military location effectively halted the Oslo process, 
stating, “Without this large area, the Palestinians wouldn’t have a viable state.” 

 Other analysts confirmed that Netanyahu was gaming the Oslo process, pretending to support a 
two-state solution while undermining it. 

Title of Section 3: The Clinton Administration's Approach (1993-1999) 

 Bill Clinton sought a fair settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict but failed due to his 
reluctance to confront Israel on major issues. 

 The administration did not challenge Israel’s view of the status of Arab territories as “disputed” 
rather than “occupied.” 

 Clinton's administration changed the characterization of settlements from “obstacle to peace” 
to “complicating factor,” allowing continued settlement expansion. 

Title of Section 4: U.S. Policy on Jerusalem and the UN 

 The Clinton administration backed away from recognizing East Jerusalem's annexation by Israel, 
which had been previously rejected by the Bush administration. 

 The U.S. aligned with Israel in refusing to allow the UN a role in resolving the conflict, voting 
against resolutions on refugee rights. 

 The administration did not pressure Israel regarding civilian casualties during attacks on 
Lebanon. 

Title of Section 5: Clinton's Discontent with Israeli Policies 

 Despite dissatisfaction with Israeli policies under Netanyahu, Clinton refrained from applying 
significant pressure. 

 Secretary of State Madeleine Albright acknowledged the lack of a genuine peace process and 
warned of losing U.S. credibility. 

 Clinton indicated that further withdrawals from the West Bank and Gaza were necessary, yet did 
not enforce compliance. 
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Title of Section 6: The Wye Conference and Its Aftermath 

 The Wye River Plantation summit in October 1998 resulted in an agreement for security steps by 
Palestinians and gradual Israeli withdrawals. 

 Palestinians complied with the agreement, but Netanyahu stalled further withdrawals, citing 
Palestinian violations. 

 The U.S. rejected Netanyahu's new demands, affirming Palestinian compliance with security 
agreements. 

Title of Section 7: Factors Behind Clinton's Failure 

 Clinton's admiration for Israel influenced his unwillingness to press for a two-state solution. 

 Many of his advisors were strong supporters of Israeli policies, contributing to a pro-Israel 
consensus in U.S. foreign policy. 

 Congressional resistance to pressuring Israel stemmed from widespread pro-Israel sentiment 
among lawmakers. 

Title of Section 8: Electoral Politics and Clinton's Character 

 Electoral politics constrained Clinton's ability to diverge from Israeli policies, particularly 
concerning Jewish and Christian evangelical voters. 

 Clinton's character traits—intelligence without focus, flexibility without conviction—hindered 
his ability to take firm stands. 

 Previous successful negotiations required active U.S. involvement, which Clinton lacked. 

Title of Section 9: Camp David Summit Overview 

 The Camp David summit in July 2000 was a critical moment for Israeli-Palestinian negotiations 
but ultimately failed to produce a settlement. 

 Barak's offer of a Palestinian state was framed as a generous concession, but Arafat and the PLO 
were skeptical of its viability. 

 Arafat feared being cornered into accepting a flawed deal and believed the summit was a setup 
to blame him for failure. 
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Title of Section 10: Barak's Negotiation Strategy and Historical Context 

 Barak's history of right-wing ideology and hostility towards Palestinians raised concerns about 
his commitment to a fair settlement. 

 His refusal to provide written proposals created ambiguity around territorial concessions. 

 Barak's pragmatic approach was driven by fears of ongoing conflict undermining Israel's 
security, despite his hardline stance on Palestinian statehood. 
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Title of Section 1: Negotiation Discrepancies 

 Barak's proposals for the West Bank varied, with accounts suggesting he demanded between 9% 
to 14% at different negotiation stages. 

 Alexander B. Downes analyzed that Barak's claims of a Palestinian state comprising 95% of the 
West Bank were misleading; actual sovereignty would be limited to 65–75%. 

 The proposed Palestinian state would consist of disconnected areas (Gaza and three enclaves in 
the West Bank). 

Title of Section 2: Impact of Israeli Settlements 

 Barak's annexation proposals included areas with vital water aquifers, while land offered to 
Palestinians was largely desert. 

 Israeli settlement blocs contained numerous Palestinian villages, potentially leading to forced 
relocation of their inhabitants. 

 Concerns existed regarding isolated Jewish settlements in predominantly Palestinian areas, 
which would likely resist being governed by a Palestinian state. 

Title of Section 3: Historical Perspectives on Jerusalem 

 Early Zionist leaders had mixed feelings about ruling Jerusalem due to its Arab population and 
potential governance challenges. 

 Ben-Gurion expressed a preference against incorporating East Jerusalem into Israel, fearing the 
burdens it would bring. 

 The Temple Mount is a significant religious site for both Jews and Muslims, contributing to 
ongoing conflict over its control. 

 

 



Mythologies Without End – Jerome Slater – Summary – 20241016 
 
Want More Summaries Like This?  Register! 
https://texasjournal.com/register/ 
 

Page 66 of 123 
 

Title of Section 4: Israeli Control Over East Jerusalem 

 Post-1967 war, Israel restricted Jewish access to the Temple Mount to avoid conflict but 
maintained de facto control. 

 Israeli policies expanded Jewish neighborhoods in East Jerusalem while neglecting Arab areas, 
leading to suspicions of an intent to displace Arabs. 

 Former officials admitted that planning favored Jewish dominance and aimed to encourage Arab 
emigration from East Jerusalem. 

Title of Section 5: Barak's Stance on Jerusalem 

 During his campaign, Barak pledged not to divide Jerusalem, complicating negotiations. 

 He insisted on recognizing Israeli sovereignty over the Temple Mount and allowed Jewish prayer 
there, angering Palestinian negotiators. 

 Barak's demands for sovereignty over religious sites were seen as provocative and unrealistic by 
many involved in the negotiations. 

Title of Section 6: Arafat's Position on Jerusalem 

 Arafat refused to accept any agreement that did not include Palestinian sovereignty over the 
Temple Mount. 

 He faced immense pressure from Arab leaders who warned against compromising on Jerusalem, 
fearing for his safety. 

 Arafat's insistence on sovereignty reflected both personal conviction and broader political 
realities within the Arab world. 

Title of Section 7: The Refugee Issue and Right of Return 

 The Palestinian leadership has historically claimed the right of return for refugees displaced 
since 1948. 

 While Arafat emphasized this right, he also indicated flexibility regarding its implementation, 
seeking acknowledgment rather than literal return. 

 Many Palestinian leaders recognized the impracticality of mass return and sought symbolic 
recognition instead. 
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Title of Section 8: Israeli Response to Refugee Claims 

 Israel rejected sole responsibility for the refugee crisis and denied any right of return. 

 It agreed only to recognize suffering and participate in limited humanitarian resettlement 
efforts. 

 Barak's dismissive attitude towards Palestinian refugees highlighted a lack of willingness to 
engage with historical grievances. 

Title of Section 9: Camp David Myths and Misconceptions 

 After Camp David, a narrative emerged portraying Barak's offer as generous, with Arafat 
depicted as the primary obstacle to peace. 

 Critics argue that this view oversimplifies the complexities of the negotiations and ignores 
Palestinian concessions made during talks. 

 Many involved in the negotiations later refuted the notion that Arafat was unwilling to 
compromise or make counteroffers. 

Title of Section 10: Reevaluation of Camp David Outcomes 

 Scholars and officials have criticized the portrayal of Barak's offers as generous, arguing they fell 
short of a fair settlement. 

 The expansion of Israeli settlements and territorial claims left Palestinians with unviable options 
for statehood. 

 Leading analysts concluded that true generosity would require Israel to offer full withdrawal 
from occupied territories, not just partial concessions. 
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Israeli-Palestinian Negotiations: Barak's Proposals and Palestinian Reactions 

 The Israeli perspective viewed Barak’s offer as generous, while Palestinians saw it as a demand 
to retain 10% of their land. 

 Acceptance of Barak’s proposals would have resulted in fragmented Palestinian territories, 
referred to as “Bantustans,” disconnected by Israeli settlements and military positions. 

 The proposed Palestinian state would lack sovereignty over East Jerusalem, armed forces, 
control over water resources, and independent border access. 

 Barak’s foreign minister acknowledged that the Camp David deal might not have been 
acceptable to the Palestinians. 
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Barak's Goals at Camp David 

 Barak refused to engage directly with Arafat, which frustrated his delegation and may have 
limited potential flexibility from the Palestinian side. 

 There were suspicions among Barak’s cabinet about whether he genuinely sought peace or was 
looking for a pretext to blame Arafat for failure. 

 Barak’s behavior raised questions about his commitment to a fair settlement versus maintaining 
the essence of Israeli occupation. 

Post-Camp David Dynamics 

 After Camp David, Barak framed the outcome as proof of Palestinian unwillingness to negotiate, 
leading to a rejection of compromise by the Israeli public. 

 He threatened unilateral separation if the Palestinians did not accept his final offer, further 
delegitimizing them and the peace process. 

 This narrative contributed to Ariel Sharon’s electoral success and undermined future 
negotiations. 

Clinton's Parameters for Peace 

 Clinton proposed a framework for peace in December 2000, suggesting Israel withdraw from 
Gaza and provide substantial territory to the Palestinians. 

 The proposal included territorial swaps to accommodate Israeli settlement blocs, aiming for 94-
96% of West Bank territory for Palestinians. 

 Security arrangements allowed for an Israeli military presence in the Jordan Valley and special 
arrangements for airspace usage. 

Jerusalem and Refugee Issues 

 Clinton suggested shared sovereignty over Jerusalem, with Palestinians controlling the Haram 
plateau and Israelis retaining sovereignty below it. 

 The refugee issue was addressed with various options for resettlement, but no specific right of 
return to Israel itself was guaranteed. 

 Clinton emphasized the need for a fair agreement that recognized both Palestinian aspirations 
and Israeli security concerns. 
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Ambiguities in the Clinton Parameters 

 The parameters were presented informally without written documentation, leading to 
ambiguities and lack of specificity. 

 Both sides were expected to respond quickly, but the lack of detail meant that many issues 
remained unresolved. 

 Dennis Ross indicated that the U.S. administration wanted to avoid giving either side a chance to 
pocket concessions without commitment. 

Palestinian Response to Clinton's Proposals 

 Arafat’s response highlighted the vagueness of the proposals and the need for clarity on 
territorial implications. 

 He criticized the proposals for jeopardizing the viability of a Palestinian state and failing to 
address key Palestinian rights. 

 Arafat insisted on equal land exchanges and rejected continued Israeli military presence in the 
Jordan Valley. 

Arafat's Concerns on Settlements and Sovereignty 

 Arafat opposed the concept of settlement blocs, arguing they would increase displacement and 
damage Palestinian interests. 

 He asserted that Palestinian sovereignty over the Haram al-Sharif was non-negotiable and 
warned against partitioning Palestinian areas in Jerusalem. 

 Arafat called for geographical contiguity between Palestinian areas and emphasized the need for 
freedom of movement. 

Refugee Rights and Return 

 Arafat maintained a strong stance on the right of return for refugees, insisting on UN Resolution 
194 as the basis for any settlement. 

 He argued that the American proposals favored Israeli positions and disregarded Palestinian 
rights to return to their homes. 

 Arafat concluded that a viable Palestinian state and recognition of refugee rights were essential 
for ending the conflict. 
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Israeli Response to Clinton's Parameters 

 Barak’s letter to Clinton expressed that while some ideas were acceptable, many elements 
contradicted Israeli positions on key issues. 

 He demanded greater territorial needs due to settlement considerations and sought clarification 
on security arrangements and sovereignty in Jerusalem. 

 Barak reiterated that no right of return to Israeli territory would be accepted, proposing limited 
family reunification instead. 

Pages - 271  --  280 

 

Title of Section 1: The End of Clinton's Proposals 

 Israel communicated to both Clinton and Arafat that it would not adhere to Clinton’s proposals. 

 Clinton stated that his proposals would expire at the end of his term in January 2001. 

 The Bush administration reaffirmed that the Clinton parameters were no longer U.S. policy. 

Title of Section 2: Barak's Strategy and Camp David 

 Barak later revealed that his acceptance of Clinton's parameters was a tactic to expose Arafat's 
unwillingness to negotiate. 

 He aimed to shift responsibility for the peace process failure away from Israel. 

 Both sides began to ignore the Clinton Parameters, indicating a breakdown in negotiations. 

Title of Section 3: The Taba Conference 

 Despite Barak's reluctance, pressure from his government led him to agree to continued 
negotiations in Taba in January 2001. 

 Barak appointed Shlomo Ben-Ami to lead the Israeli team, which included liberal leaders. 

 No written records were kept during Taba, allowing Barak to deny any unfavorable agreements. 

Title of Section 4: Palestinian Negotiators and U.S. Absence 

 Arafat's negotiators were closely aligned with him, indicating serious intentions to reach an 
agreement. 

 The U.S. government did not participate in the Taba negotiations, possibly due to the incoming 
Bush administration's stance. 

 Palestinians felt the U.S. role had been one-sided and sought to negotiate without American 
involvement. 
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Title of Section 5: Progress on Key Issues at Taba 

 Negotiations were based on the Clinton Parameters, with significant progress made. 

 Territorial discussions saw Israel reducing its claims from 8% to 4-6% of the West Bank. 

 The Israeli delegation accepted the annexation of settlement blocs, accommodating about 80% 
of settlers. 

Title of Section 6: Security Concerns and Concessions 

 Israeli negotiators dropped demands for sovereignty over the Jordan River Valley but retained 
military presence for security. 

 Major concessions were made by Israel regarding security arrangements, focusing on essential 
interests rather than sovereignty. 

 Palestinian objections remained on demilitarization and withdrawal timelines, but these were 
seen as resolvable. 

Title of Section 7: Refugees and Right of Return 

 Disagreements persisted on the refugee issue; Israel rejected sole responsibility and limited 
return options. 

 Yossi Beilin claimed that a resolution was within reach, with Palestinians willing to compromise 
on the right of return. 

 Other accounts suggested gaps remained, but assurances were given that large-scale return 
would not be pursued. 

Title of Section 8: Jerusalem Negotiations 

 Both sides accepted the principle of shared sovereignty over holy sites but struggled with 
specifics. 

 Major sticking points included the Old City and Temple Mount/Haram sovereignty. 

 Some progress was noted, with both sides showing willingness to accept aspects of the Clinton 
proposals. 

Title of Section 9: Barak's Withdrawal from Negotiations 

 Barak ended the Taba talks and reverted to a rigid stance on the conflict, impacting future 
negotiations. 

 His public dismissals of concessions made at Taba became increasingly extreme. 

 Barak falsely claimed there was no negotiation with Arafat, distancing himself from previous 
commitments. 
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Title of Section 10: Clinton's Role and Missteps 

 Clinton was committed to a fair settlement but faced constraints from domestic politics and lack 
of knowledge about the conflict. 

 His advisors often failed to challenge Israeli policies, leading to a biased mediation approach. 

 Clinton's personal interactions with Arafat were marked by volatility, undermining the potential 
for effective mediation. 

Pages - 281  --  290 

 

Title of Section 1: The Initial Phase of the Second Intifada 

 The intifada began as a non-violent uprising, with violence escalating only weeks later. 

 The victim ratio in the initial weeks was twenty to one in favor of Israeli casualties. 

 The uprising was a spontaneous reaction to Ariel Sharon's provocation and ongoing Israeli 
repression. 

 Arafat did not orchestrate the intifada; it was a grassroots movement reflecting Palestinian 
despair. 

Title of Section 2: Intelligence Assessments on Arafat's Role 

 Israeli intelligence, including Shin Bet and military assessments, found no evidence that Arafat 
planned the intifada. 

 Ami Ayalon, former Shin Bet director, stated the uprising surprised Arafat and was driven by 
Palestinian loss of confidence in peace negotiations. 

 The consensus among intelligence agencies was that the intifada emerged from grassroots 
anger rather than a top-down directive. 

Title of Section 3: Arafat's Control Over the Intifada 

 Although initially out of control, Arafat and the PA gradually gained influence over the intifada. 

 Arafat hoped that continued resistance would enhance Palestinian negotiating leverage. 

 Historical patterns indicated that Israel often made concessions under pressure or threat of 
violence. 
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Title of Section 4: Historical Context of Israeli Concessions 

 Israel's past withdrawals from territories were often prompted by external pressures or military 
setbacks. 

 Examples include post-war withdrawals influenced by American opposition and fears of Soviet 
intervention. 

 Terrorism against civilians hardened Israeli attitudes rather than prompting reevaluation of 
occupation policies. 

Title of Section 5: Arafat's Shift in Strategy Post-Sharon Election 

 Following Ariel Sharon's election, Arafat called for an end to terrorism and warned against 
violent operations. 

 Despite halting attacks inside Israel, groups like Hamas continued targeting Israeli settlements in 
occupied territories. 

 The classification of these attacks as "terrorism" is debated based on whether settlers are 
considered innocent civilians. 

Title of Section 6: Gaza's Historical Background and Occupation 

 Early Zionist leaders had mixed feelings about ruling Gaza due to its Arab population and 
refugee status. 

 After the 1967 war, Israel occupied Gaza and established settlements, leading to increased 
Gazan resistance. 

 Economic measures and restrictions imposed by Israel contributed to high unemployment and 
poverty in Gaza. 

Title of Section 7: The Rise of Hamas 

 Founded in 1987, Hamas initially espoused anti-Semitic views and sought Israel's destruction. 

 Israeli officials initially supported Hamas as a counterweight to the PLO, allowing its growth. 

 The first intifada shifted Hamas's approach, leading to increased violence against Israeli soldiers. 

Title of Section 8: Hamas's Evolving Tactics and Responses 

 Internal debates within Hamas regarding the use of indiscriminate violence persisted during the 
intifada. 

 The Goldstein massacre in 1994 led to a shift towards suicide bombings as retaliation. 

 Despite this, Hamas proposed conditional ceasefires, seeking to limit violence while maintaining 
resistance. 



Mythologies Without End – Jerome Slater – Summary – 20241016 
 
Want More Summaries Like This?  Register! 
https://texasjournal.com/register/ 
 

Page 74 of 123 
 

Title of Section 9: Hamas's Political Evolution (1996-2005) 

 Following its electoral victory in 2006, Hamas expressed willingness to negotiate a two-state 
solution. 

 Offers for truces and recognition of Israel were largely ignored by Israel and the U.S. 

 Continued Israeli military actions against Hamas leaders led to cycles of violence despite 
Hamas's attempts at moderation. 

Title of Section 10: The Aftermath of Hamas's Electoral Victory 

 The U.S. and Israel attempted to undermine Hamas after its electoral win, leading to economic 
sanctions and military support for Fatah. 

 In June 2007, Hamas took full control of Gaza following a conflict with Fatah forces. 

 The events surrounding the elections and subsequent coup attempt by Fatah were framed 
differently in Israeli and U.S. narratives. 
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Title of Section 1: Hamas's Evolving Position on Israel 

 In July 2006, Haniyeh stated that Palestinians aimed to "reclaim all lands occupied in 1967" for a 
state in the West Bank and Gaza with East Jerusalem as its capital. 

 Analysts Robert Malley and Henry Siegman noted significant changes in Hamas's positions, 
suggesting that negotiations with Hamas were essential for peace. 

 Despite these shifts, Israel continued military actions against militants in Gaza and the West 
Bank, resulting in civilian casualties. 

Title of Section 2: Hamas's Recognition of Israel 

 By January 2007, Meshal indicated that Hamas might consider recognizing Israel if a Palestinian 
state was established, marking a fundamental shift in their stance. 

 In April 2008, Meshal reiterated acceptance of a Palestinian state encompassing Gaza, the West 
Bank, and East Jerusalem, proposing a cessation of attacks on civilians by both sides. 

 A truce was established in mid-June 2008, but Israel's military actions continued, leading to 
retaliatory attacks from Islamic Jihad. 
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Title of Section 3: The Truce and Its Implications 

 The truce included an understanding that Israel would ease restrictions on Gaza, but the actual 
increase in goods allowed into Gaza was minimal. 

 Hamas took measures to suppress rocket attacks from Islamic Jihad, indicating a desire to 
maintain the ceasefire. 

 Israeli civilian casualties dropped significantly during this period, while Palestinian casualties 
from Israeli actions remained high. 

Title of Section 4: Haniyeh's Conditional Acceptance of a Palestinian State 

 In December 2010, Haniyeh expressed willingness to accept the results of a referendum on a 
Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza, signaling a softening of Hamas's position. 

 This marked a departure from Hamas's previous stance against ceding any part of British-
mandated Palestine until 1948. 

Title of Section 5: Ambiguities in Hamas's Policies 

 Hamas's positions contained inconsistencies, such as calling for truces rather than permanent 
settlements and fluctuating recognition of Israel's legitimacy. 

 Statements about the 1967 borders sometimes included references to the events of 1948, 
raising questions about Hamas's acceptance of Israel's existence. 

 Overall, despite ambiguities, there was a clear evolution towards more pragmatic policies. 

Title of Section 6: Expert Opinions on Hamas's Evolution 

 Israeli experts concluded that Hamas had adopted a more pragmatic approach, focusing on 
achievable goals rather than maximalist aims. 

 Former officials like Yossi Alpher and Ephraim Halevy noted that Hamas recognized its 
ideological goals were unattainable in the near future and were willing to accept a Palestinian 
state within the 1967 borders. 

Title of Section 7: Factors Influencing Hamas's Policy Changes 

 Several factors contributed to Hamas's evolving stance, including the realities of governance, 
public support for a two-state solution, and pressure from Arab governments. 

 Economic sanctions imposed after Hamas's takeover of Gaza and ongoing Israeli military actions 
also played a role in shaping Hamas's policies. 
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Title of Section 8: Ariel Sharon and the Gaza Disengagement 

 Ariel Sharon initiated the withdrawal of settlers from Gaza in 2005, which sparked debate over 
whether it reflected a genuine policy change or a tactical maneuver. 

 Some analysts argued that Sharon aimed to strengthen control over the West Bank while ridding 
Israel of the burden of defending Gazan settlers. 

Title of Section 9: Continuing Israeli Control Over Gaza 

 Despite the withdrawal, Israel maintained indirect control over Gaza through border 
restrictions, airspace control, and economic sanctions. 

 Israel continued military operations in Gaza, including targeted assassinations of Palestinian 
activists. 

Title of Section 10: The Siege of Gaza and Its Consequences 

 The siege led to severe economic depression in Gaza, with unemployment rates soaring to 35-
40% and poverty affecting 65-75% of the population. 

 Reports highlighted the destruction of infrastructure and humanitarian crises resulting from 
Israeli military actions and blockades. 

 The situation worsened over time, with increasing casualties from Israeli attacks, particularly 
during military operations like "Operation Cast Lead." 

Pages - 301  --  310 

 

Operation Pillar of Defense and Ceasefire Dynamics 

 On January 18, 2009, Israel ended Operation Cast Lead, leading to a new ceasefire. 

 The Israeli blockade of Gaza continued, exacerbating unemployment and poverty. 

 Hamas enforced the ceasefire for three years, taking action against extremist groups. 

 Hamas proposed a long-term truce (hudna) with Israel, indicating a willingness to coexist. 

 Senior Hamas officials expressed readiness for a long-term truce if Gaza's borders were opened. 

 Hamas leader Khaled Meshal indicated acceptance of a peace settlement approved by a 
Palestinian referendum. 

 Israeli military intelligence noted Hamas's interest in a peace settlement. 

 A U.S. Institute of Peace study suggested Hamas had undergone significant political changes. 
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Israeli Government's Response to Hamas Overtures 

 Despite Hamas's efforts for a truce, the Israeli government ignored these overtures. 

 In early 2010, an Israeli journalist highlighted that Hamas had not launched attacks for over a 
year, yet the blockade persisted. 

 Throughout 2011 and most of 2012, Hamas retaliated minimally to Israeli attacks, targeting only 
open fields. 

 Ahmed Jabari, head of Hamas’s military forces, was receptive to negotiations but was 
assassinated by Israel on November 12, 2012. 

 Following Jabari's assassination, Hamas retaliated with rockets, prompting Israel's Operation 
Pillar of Defense. 

Consequences of Operation Pillar of Defense 

 Operation Pillar of Defense lasted one week, resulting in 167 Palestinian deaths, over half being 
noncombatants. 

 The operation further damaged Gaza's economy and infrastructure. 

 Reports indicated Israeli officials knew Hamas was close to accepting a permanent truce before 
Jabari's assassination. 

 Baskin revealed Jabari received a draft proposal for an extended cease-fire on the day he was 
killed. 

Operation Protective Edge: Escalation of Conflict 

 After the ceasefire following Operation Pillar of Defense, Israel maintained its siege on Gaza. 

 On June 12, 2014, three Israeli teenagers were kidnapped, leading to accusations against Hamas 
despite evidence to the contrary. 

 Netanyahu called for vengeance against Hamas, leading to increased Israeli military actions in 
the West Bank. 

 Hamas responded by firing rockets into southern Israel, escalating tensions and leading to 
Operation Protective Edge on July 8, 2014. 
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Impact of Operation Protective Edge 

 Operation Protective Edge lasted fifty-one days, involving extensive bombing and shelling of 
Gaza. 

 Civilian institutions were targeted, resulting in approximately 2,100 to 2,200 Palestinian deaths, 
mostly civilians. 

 The operation left around 100,000 people homeless and failed to weaken support for Hamas 
among Palestinians. 

 Surveys indicated nearly 80% of Palestinians believed Hamas had won the conflict. 

Debate on Justification of Israeli Attacks 

 Israel claimed its actions were self-defense against rocket attacks from Gaza. 

 Critics argued that Israel had not genuinely ended its occupation of Gaza and continued to 
control the West Bank. 

 The argument for self-defense is weakened by Israel's ongoing military actions and the lack of 
genuine negotiations with Hamas. 

 The text draws parallels between the situation in Gaza and historical instances of occupation 
and resistance. 

The Peace Process: Bush, Sharon, and the Road Map 

 President George W. Bush initially supported a Palestinian state but later aligned closely with 
Ariel Sharon's policies. 

 Bush's speech in June 2002 emphasized Palestinian obligations while downplaying Israeli 
responsibilities. 

 The Road Map for Peace was introduced in 2003, outlining steps for both parties toward a two-
state solution. 

 Phase One required Palestinians to end violence and recognize Israel, while Israel was to freeze 
settlements and support Palestinian statehood. 

Sharon's Resistance to the Road Map 

 Sharon rejected the Road Map's requirements, insisting on Palestinian disarmament and 
leadership change. 

 He expanded settlements instead of freezing them, undermining the peace process. 

 Bush's administration showed little interest in enforcing the Road Map or pressuring Israel. 
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Criticism of Bush Administration's Policies 

 Former diplomats criticized Bush for undermining the peace process and supporting unilateral 
Israeli actions. 

 The administration's lack of engagement contributed to the deterioration of the Palestinian 
Authority. 

 An open letter from retired diplomats condemned Bush's endorsement of Sharon's plans as 
harmful to both Palestinians and Israel. 

The Geneva Accord: A New Attempt at Peace 

 In 2003, Beilin and Abbas negotiated the Geneva Accord, building on previous agreements. 

 The Geneva Accord aimed to address all major aspects of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

 It represented a potential model for future compromise and two-state settlement discussions. 
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Title of Section 1: The Geneva Accord Negotiations 

 The Palestinian delegation was led by Yasser Abed Rabbo, a close associate of Yasser Arafat. 

 The negotiations were encouraged by Arafat, who expressed interest in the project. 

 The accord marked the first explicit acceptance by Palestinians of Israel as a Jewish state. 

Title of Section 2: Territorial and Border Provisions 

 Israel was to withdraw from almost all territories occupied in the 1967 war, including Gaza and 
98% of the West Bank. 

 A land swap was proposed where Palestinians would receive Israeli territory near Gaza in 
exchange for the annexed areas. 

 A corridor linking Gaza and the West Bank was to be established under Israeli sovereignty but 
administered by Palestinians. 

Title of Section 3: Security Arrangements 

 Both sides had the right to live peacefully within secure boundaries, free from violence. 

 The Palestinian state would be largely nonmilitarized, allowing only police forces. 

 An international peacekeeping force, predominantly American, would replace Israeli forces 
along new borders. 
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Title of Section 4: Water Resource Management 

 The division of water resources was not fully resolved; settlements built over aquifers 
complicated compensation. 

 Internationally financed desalination plants were proposed to compensate Palestinians for lost 
water resources. 

 Technical issues regarding water management were to be handled by expert teams. 

Title of Section 5: Status of Jerusalem 

 Jerusalem would be divided into East and West, with each becoming the capital of their 
respective states. 

 Israel would retain control over Jewish neighborhoods and significant religious sites, while 
Palestinians would gain sovereignty over Arab areas. 

 An international group would oversee the administration of holy sites. 

Title of Section 6: Refugee Issues 

 The accord followed Clinton principles, denying an overall right of return but allowing some 
refugees to return at Israel's discretion. 

 Israel would specify the number of refugees it might admit, likely around 30,000. 

 Compensation options for refugees included resettlement in Palestine or other countries, 
primarily funded by the international community. 

Title of Section 7: Public Support for the Geneva Accord 

 Polls indicated that over 60% of both Israelis and Palestinians supported the compromise 
agreement. 

 A significant shift occurred among Palestinians regarding the right of return, with 46% accepting 
limited resettlement options. 

 The unresolved issues of Jerusalem and refugees had previously blocked comprehensive 
settlements. 

Title of Section 8: Decline of the Geneva Accord 

 As the intifada escalated, leaders on both sides distanced themselves from the accord. 

 Arafat faced criticism for not publicly supporting the agreement after its release. 

 Some analysts suggested Arafat may have anticipated resistance from Palestinians and rejection 
from Sharon. 
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Title of Section 9: The Arab Peace Initiative (API) 

 In March 2007, the API was reaffirmed, modifying the refugee issue in favor of Israel by omitting 
"right of return." 

 The initiative gained support from all Arab states, including Iran, which had previously been seen 
as radical. 

 The PA supports the API, emphasizing that the right of return should not obstruct a two-state 
solution. 

Title of Section 10: Olmert-Abbas Negotiations (2008-2009) 

 Ehud Olmert shifted from hardline views to proposing compromises for a two-state settlement. 

 He offered to annex 6.3 to 6.8% of the West Bank while providing a territorial swap for 
Palestinians. 

 Olmert's proposals included shared sovereignty over Jerusalem and limited refugee return 
based on humanitarian grounds. 
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Negotiations and Proposals for Palestinian Statehood 

 Abbas accepted a nonmilitarized Palestinian state, with details on internal security to be 
negotiated later. 

 He agreed to cede nearly all Jewish areas of East Jerusalem to Israel and proposed a joint 
committee for administering holy sites. 

 Palestinian leaders indicated they would not demand the return of millions of refugees, 
recognizing Israel as a Jewish state while preserving rights for Israeli Arabs. 

 Potential agreement on admitting 30,000 to 100,000 Palestinian refugees over five years was 
discussed. 

Remaining Gaps in Negotiations 

 Main disagreements between Olmert and Abbas were about the size and borders of the 
Palestinian state and the status of settlements. 

 Abbas was willing to accept Israeli annexation of 2% of the West Bank but sought compensation 
with equivalent territory. 

 No consensus was reached on smaller settlements deep within the West Bank. 
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Potential for Agreement and Political Context 

 Both sides believed an agreement could have been reached if Olmert had remained in power 
longer. 

 Olmert claimed they were close to a deal, stating that gaps were small and negotiations were 
ongoing. 

 Palestinian negotiators, including Erekat, expressed regret that an agreement was not finalized. 

Abbas's Strategic Dilemma 

 Abbas did not publicly accept Olmert’s proposals due to Olmert's declining political standing and 
corruption investigations. 

 Concerns existed that Netanyahu would reject any agreements made by Olmert. 

 Abbas faced backlash from Palestinian factions for compromising on key issues like the right of 
return. 

Consequences of Failed Negotiations 

 By December 2008, the situation became moot after Operation Cast Lead began, leading to 
further complications in peace efforts. 

 Netanyahu's election in February 2009 marked a significant shift away from potential 
agreements. 

Netanyahu's Stance on Peace Initiatives 

 Netanyahu opposed various peace initiatives and maintained a hardline stance against 
concessions to Palestinians. 

 He is characterized as a proponent of "Greater Israel" ideology, referring to the West Bank as 
Judea and Samaria. 

 His opposition extended to previous agreements and proposals, including those from Olmert 
and the Arab Peace Initiative. 

Obama's Approach to the Conflict 

 Upon taking office, Obama faced expectations to pressure Netanyahu regarding settlement 
expansions and negotiations. 

 Initial signs suggested Obama might push for a two-state solution, including appointing George 
Mitchell as a negotiator. 

 Obama praised the Arab Peace Initiative and called for a freeze on settlements but later backed 
away from strong actions. 
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The Freeman Affair and Lobby Influence 

 The appointment of Chas Freeman was met with backlash from pro-Israel groups, leading to his 
withdrawal. 

 This incident highlighted the influence of the Israel lobby in U.S. foreign policy decisions. 

 Freeman criticized the lobby's dominance in shaping American understanding of Middle Eastern 
dynamics. 

Kerry's Negotiation Efforts 

 Kerry attempted to negotiate a settlement from 2014 to 2015 but faced challenges in engaging 
both parties effectively. 

 There was criticism of how the U.S. treated Abbas compared to Netanyahu during the 
negotiation process. 

 Kerry's proposals ultimately fell short of previous compromises and failed to address critical 
issues adequately. 

Key Issues in Kerry's Proposals 

 Kerry's plan included provisions for borders based on 1967 lines with mutually agreed swaps but 
allowed for existing Israeli settlements to remain. 

 Security arrangements favored Israeli control, particularly in sensitive areas like the Jordan 
Valley. 

 The refugee issue was framed to exclude a right of return, placing the decision solely in Israeli 
hands. 

Final Breakdown of Negotiations 

 Abbas expressed anger at Kerry's proposals, feeling they did not meet Palestinian needs or 
expectations. 

 Despite making concessions, Abbas refused to agree to terms without clear commitments from 
Israel on borders and sovereignty. 

 Netanyahu rejected Abbas's conditions, maintaining a hardline position against returning to pre-
1967 borders and recognizing Palestinian statehood. 

Pages - 331  --  340 
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Title of Section 1: Netanyahu's Stance on Palestinian Statehood 

 In March 2015, Netanyahu stated, “there would be no Palestinian state on my watch.” 

 The Obama administration underestimated Abbas's willingness to accept Netanyahu's terms. 

 Critics argued that Kerry should have issued a serious ultimatum to Israel regarding the 
occupation and two-state settlement. 

Title of Section 2: Challenges Faced by the Obama Administration 

 There was little chance Congress would support an ultimatum against Israel. 

 By the early 2000s, Israel had become less dependent on US support. 

 Netanyahu would likely face backlash from settlers if he attempted to withdraw from occupied 
territories. 

Title of Section 3: The Dilemma of US Pressure on Israel 

 Obama faced a dilemma: pressuring Israel could jeopardize his domestic agenda and legislative 
support. 

 Pressures on Israel might risk congressional backing for the US-Iran nuclear agreement. 

 Obama’s reluctance to confront Israel stemmed from the political landscape dominated by pro-
Israel sentiments. 

Title of Section 4: The Ineffectiveness of the Kerry Mission 

 Robert Malley noted that Obama believed it was better to do nothing than perpetuate the 
illusion of progress in the peace process. 

 The administration's approach was marked by inconsistencies and ineptness. 

 This set the stage for the Trump administration's abandonment of a constructive US role in the 
peace process. 

Title of Section 5: Netanyahu's Opposition to Palestinian Statehood 

 Throughout his career, Netanyahu has opposed the creation of a Palestinian state, arguing that 
Arabs already have enough states. 

 The Allon Plan proposed annexation of the West Bank but was never adopted as official policy. 

 In April 2019, Netanyahu announced intentions to start annexing parts of the West Bank if 
reelected. 
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Title of Section 6: Methods of Control in the West Bank 

 Netanyahu's policies included methods akin to "transfer," aimed at expelling Palestinians from 
East Jerusalem and Area C. 

 These methods involved home demolitions and restrictions on Palestinian infrastructure 
development. 

 Israeli forces often tolerated or collaborated with settler violence against Palestinians. 

Title of Section 7: Security Concerns and Annexation Plans 

 Analysis indicated Netanyahu aimed for Israeli control over 60% of the West Bank, including 
settlements and key resources. 

 Netanyahu emphasized that the West Bank is “our homeland” and that no settlements would be 
uprooted. 

 Despite pressures, there was no strong public demand for formal annexation among Israelis. 

Title of Section 8: Opposition to Annexation within Israel and the US 

 Significant opposition to annexation emerged from Israel's security establishment, warning of 
severe consequences. 

 In the US, bipartisan opposition to unilateral annexation grew, with resolutions advocating for a 
two-state solution. 

 Even traditionally pro-Israel figures expressed concerns about the implications of annexation. 

Title of Section 9: The Situation in Gaza 

 A UN study predicted Gaza would become “unfit for human habitation” by 2020 due to the 
blockade and military actions. 

 The Netanyahu government allowed some international aid into Gaza to prevent total economic 
collapse. 

 Gazan poverty remains extreme, with high unemployment and deteriorating living conditions. 

Title of Section 10: Hamas's Position and Changing Dynamics 

 Hamas leaders have publicly called for ceasefires and expressed a desire to avoid new wars with 
Israel. 

 There has been a significant reduction in major armed conflicts between Israel and Hamas in 
recent years. 

 Hamas's new charter reflects a moderation in ideology, suggesting potential acceptance of a 
two-state solution under certain conditions. 
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Title of Section 1: Egypt's Role in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

 The military dictatorship of Abdel Fattah el-Sisi supports Israel's siege of Gaza by controlling 
goods entering and leaving through the Sinai border. 

 El-Sisi confirmed military cooperation between Egypt and Israel in January 2019 to weaken 
Hamas, which could assist Egyptian counterparts. 

Title of Section 2: Jordan's Position on Annexation 

 Tensions are rising between Israel and Jordan due to Netanyahu's potential annexation of the 
Jordan River Valley. 

 King Abdullah fears this would lead to an influx of Palestinians into Jordan but intends to 
maintain the peace treaty with Israel to avoid military defeat. 

 Abdullah opposes Islamic fundamentalism, which threatens the Hashemite monarchy. 

Title of Section 3: Syria's Involvement 

 The Assad regime is focused on its civil war and is unlikely to confront Israel militarily, even after 
regaining control. 

 Syria did not respond militarily to Israel's annexation of the Golan Heights, indicating a 
preference for avoiding conflict over the Palestinian issue. 

Title of Section 4: Saudi Arabia and Gulf States' Stance 

 Conservative autocracies in these states fear Iranian expansionism and have no interest in 
confronting Israel over Palestine. 

 They are forming closer ties with Israel against the common threat of Iran, leading to diminished 
focus on the Palestinian issue. 

Title of Section 5: Decline of the Palestinian Issue in the Arab World 

 The Palestinian issue has largely fallen off the agenda in the Arab world, with some officials 
siding with Israel during conflicts. 

 Muhammad Shehada notes that significant Arab officials openly supported Israel during clashes 
with Hezbollah, highlighting a shift in priorities towards Iran. 
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Title of Section 6: Western Europe's Changing Attitude 

 Western European countries have become less critical of Israeli policies and are no longer 
seriously pressing for a two-state solution. 

 Internal political pressures and right-wing competitors have led to a more pro-Israel stance 
among European leaders. 

Title of Section 7: The BDS Movement's Struggles 

 The Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement, founded in 2005, aimed to pressure 
Israel but has seen limited success. 

 Many critics balked at the demand for the right of return for Palestinian refugees, which 
undermined broader support for the movement. 

Title of Section 8: The Trump Administration's Impact 

 Since Trump's election, U.S. policy shifted away from supporting a two-state solution, aligning 
closely with Netanyahu's agenda. 

 Key actions included moving the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem, closing PLO offices, and cutting 
economic assistance to Palestinians. 

Title of Section 9: The Trump Peace Plan Overview 

 Announced on January 28, 2020, the plan allows Israel to annex significant portions of the West 
Bank while offering Palestinians non-contiguous enclaves. 

 The plan was rejected by Palestinian leadership as heavily biased in favor of Israel, reflecting 
Netanyahu's long-held views. 

Title of Section 10: Implications for Palestinian Rights and Future 

 The Trump Plan limits Palestinian rights, including the right of return for refugees and prohibits 
defense alliances with other states. 

 The Palestinian Authority and Hamas have rejected the plan, but they face increasing isolation, 
with little support from Arab states or Europe. 

 A change in U.S. policy is seen as the only hope for serious pressure on Israel, but the likelihood 
of such changes remains low. 

Pages - 351  --  360 
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Title of Section 1: Compromises for Peace 

 Israel's independence and security could have been enhanced through reasonable compromises 
on four crucial issues: 

o Partition of historic Palestine. 

o Palestinian independence and sovereignty in the land allotted by the 1947 UN partition 
plan, including Arab East Jerusalem. 

o Return of most territory captured from Arab states in various wars. 

o Small-scale symbolic return of 10,000 to 20,000 Palestinian refugees or their 
descendants. 

 Key Arab states and Palestinian leaders were willing to reach peace with Israel if these 
compromises were accepted. 

Title of Section 2: The Israeli Narrative 

 The Israeli narrative attributes responsibility for the conflicts to the Arabs. 

 Zionists and Israel are portrayed as willing to share or partition Palestine, citing acceptance of 
the 1937 Peel and 1947 UN partition plans, which were rejected by Palestinians and Arab states. 

 Following the establishment of Israel, it is claimed that Israel sought fair compromises but faced 
rejection and provocation from Arabs, leading to wars. 

 The narrative suggests that Israel had no choice but to defend itself against repeated attacks. 

Title of Section 3: Historical Examination of the Narrative 

 The book aims to critically examine the Israeli narrative and its historical validity. 

 It is divided into three sections covering: 

o Origins and early years of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

o Arab-Israeli state conflict from 1948 to present. 

o Israeli-Palestinian conflict from 1917 to present. 

 The role of the United States in these conflicts is analyzed throughout. 
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Title of Section 4: U.S. Policies and Support for Israel 

 U.S. policies towards the Arab-Israeli conflict are influenced by several factors: 

o Moral and religious values, particularly the Judeo-Christian heritage. 

o Strong pro-Israeli public and elite opinion. 

o Evolution of U.S. strategic interests, including containment of communism during the 
Cold War and resistance to Islamic expansionism. 

o The influence of the "Israel lobby." 

 The power of the lobby is acknowledged but also seen as sometimes exaggerated. 

Title of Section 5: Zionism's Role in the Conflict 

 Zionism is identified as a significant factor in the origins and perpetuation of the conflict. 

 Arguments for Jewish sovereignty over all of historic Palestine are critiqued as weak and 
indefensible. 

 The claim of a permanent right to sovereignty is challenged due to historical context—Jews 
constituted a minority in Palestine for 2,000 years. 

 The Balfour Declaration's promise of a Jewish homeland is deemed unpersuasive, especially 
given colonial contexts. 

Title of Section 6: The Onset of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

 The period from 1917 to 1947 saw Zionist leaders discussing means to expel or induce 
Palestinians to flee, referred to as "transfer." 

 Various political leaders, including some non-Jewish figures, believed transfer was necessary for 
a Jewish state, but none supported massive violence. 

 Evidence suggests that Ben-Gurion and other leaders viewed the 1947 UN partition plan as a 
temporary tactic rather than a genuine compromise. 
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Title of Section 7: The 1948 War and Its Aftermath 

 The dominant Israeli narrative regarding the 1948 war is challenged; it is argued that the Arab 
invasion was not coordinated and lacked the intent to destroy Israel. 

 Claims that the war was unavoidable are disputed; Jordan and Egypt sought agreements to 
avoid conflict. 

 Prior to the Arab invasion, over 200,000 Palestinians were expelled, contradicting claims that 
the invasion caused the mass exodus. 

 The Nakba (catastrophe) is acknowledged, with estimates of 700,000 to 750,000 Palestinians 
displaced during this period. 

Title of Section 8: The 1956 War and Its Context 

 The 1956 war is framed as a result of Israeli provocations and ambitions rather than purely 
defensive actions. 

 Israel rejected Egyptian offers for peace, seeking instead to provoke conflict to justify territorial 
expansion. 

 A secret agreement between Israel, Britain, and France aimed at overthrowing Nasser and 
achieving Israeli expansionist goals. 

 Despite initial successes, international pressure forced Israel to withdraw from conquered 
territories. 

Title of Section 9: The 1967 War and Misconceptions 

 The narrative surrounding the 1967 war as a preemptive defense is debunked; evidence shows 
Egypt was not preparing for an attack. 

 Israel's decision to strike first was motivated by a desire to weaken Nasser and expand territory. 

 The war resulted in significant territorial gains for Israel, including the West Bank and Golan 
Heights. 

 Opportunities for peace settlements post-war were missed due to Israeli unwillingness to 
compromise. 
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Title of Section 10: Ongoing Conflicts and Missed Opportunities 

 The Cold War dynamics complicated the Arab-Israeli conflict, with superpowers backing 
opposing sides. 

 Several opportunities for negotiated settlements were squandered due to U.S. policy decisions, 
particularly under Nixon and Kissinger. 

 The eventual peace treaty with Egypt in 1979 marked a shift, but similar opportunities with 
Jordan and Syria were largely ignored. 

 The ongoing tensions with Lebanon and Syria highlight the persistent instability in the region, 
exacerbated by historical grievances and military confrontations. 

Pages - 361  --  370 

 

Title of Section 1: Provocation and the Golan Heights 

 Moshe Dayan admitted that Israel deliberately provoked Syria in the 1940s and 1950s to seize 
the Golan Heights. 

 In 1966, Israel continued provocations leading to Syria's involvement in the 1967 war, which 
allowed Israel to capture the Golan Heights. 

 Syria attempted to recover the Golan during the 1973 war but was again defeated, resulting in 
further Israeli territorial gains. 

 Hafez Assad shifted strategy from military action to seeking a negotiated settlement with Israel 
for the Golan Heights. 

Title of Section 2: Syrian-Israeli Negotiations 

 From 1973 until his death in 2000, Assad offered peace terms to Israel, including preventing 
attacks from Syrian territory and normalizing relations if Israel withdrew from the Golan. 

 Secret negotiations mediated by the US occurred, with several Israeli prime ministers nearly 
agreeing to Assad’s terms. 

 Israeli governments ultimately backed away from agreements due to anticipated resistance 
from the right wing. 
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Title of Section 3: The Shift to Bashar Assad 

 Bashar Assad succeeded Hafez Assad and reiterated willingness to sign a peace treaty under 
similar conditions. 

 Despite US and Israeli military urging, Israeli governments continued to refuse negotiations. 

 Netanyahu ended talks after the Syrian civil war began in 2011 and recognized Israeli 
sovereignty over the Golan Heights with Trump administration support. 

Title of Section 4: The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Emergence 

 The PLO and Yasser Arafat emerged as leaders of Palestinian nationalism in the 1960s, initially 
seeking to liberate all of Palestine through violent means. 

 After the 1967 war, Israel briefly considered a two-state solution but rejected it, prolonging the 
conflict. 

 By the mid-1970s, Arafat and the PLO became more pragmatic, moving towards acceptance of a 
two-state principle. 

Title of Section 5: Arab States and the Two-State Solution 

 Several Arab states sought a two-state solution post-1973 war, with Egypt and later Saudi Arabia 
proposing acceptance of Israel within pre-1967 borders contingent on Palestinian statehood. 

 The Arab Peace Initiative (API) was adopted unanimously by the Arab League in 2002, offering 
recognition of Israel in exchange for a Palestinian state. 

 Despite its significance, Israel has never acknowledged or negotiated based on the API. 

Title of Section 6: Oslo Accords and Their Breakdown 

 The Oslo Accords of 1993 aimed for gradual Israeli withdrawals and Palestinian self-governance, 
expected to lead to an independent Palestinian state. 

 The accords broke down due to violations by both sides, with greater responsibility attributed to 
Israel. 

 Increased Palestinian terrorism followed the failure of the Oslo process, exacerbated by Israeli 
policies like settlement expansion. 
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Title of Section 7: Camp David and Taba Negotiations 

 Bill Clinton actively mediated peace talks culminating in the Camp David/Taba negotiations in 
2000, which ultimately failed. 

 Disputes over key issues such as territory, Jerusalem, and refugee rights contributed to the 
breakdown. 

 Both Barak and Arafat made mistakes, but Barak's ambivalence about a Palestinian state played 
a significant role in the failure. 

Title of Section 8: The Rise of Hamas and Gaza Blockade 

 Following the collapse of peace talks, Hamas gained power in Gaza, leading to intensified Israeli 
military actions and blockades. 

 The blockade devastated Gaza's economy and resulted in widespread poverty among its 
population. 

 Despite repression, Hamas showed signs of shifting policies toward potential compromise, but 
the Sharon administration refused to engage. 

Title of Section 9: The Geneva Accords and Lost Opportunities 

 The Geneva Accords proposed compromises on major issues, including territory, settlements, 
and refugees, aiming for a two-state solution. 

 While Olmert and Abbas accepted the principles, political changes prevented formal 
agreements. 

 The Obama administration's attempts to revive the two-state solution faced obstacles due to 
Netanyahu's intransigence. 

Title of Section 10: Current State and Future Prospects 

 Israeli public opinion has shifted against the two-state solution, with increasing support for 
annexation of the West Bank. 

 Experts warn that reviving the two-state solution could lead to civil unrest in Israel due to 
settlement investments. 

 Possible future scenarios include maintaining the status quo, pursuing a one-state solution, or 
attempting a limited two-state settlement. 

Pages - 371  --  380 
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Title of Section 1: The Double Standards Argument 

 Israel is often defended as an ordinary state, but it has a worse human rights record than many 
other states in the West. 

 The argument that Israel should not be held to higher standards fails because Israel claims to 
uphold moral values and has a "moral army." 

 Abba Eban noted that the world compares Israel to the standards it sets for itself. 

 Non-Western autocracies are not expected to meet high standards, while criticism of them 
often leads to harsher violations. 

 Western criticism of Israel has had little effect, and Israel benefits from moral double standards. 

Title of Section 2: Moral Free Pass for Israel 

 Israel receives less scrutiny compared to other oppressive regimes, as highlighted by Israeli 
journalist Larry Derfner. 

 Derfner compares sanctions against Iran with the lack of sanctions against Israel, emphasizing 
U.S. support for Israel. 

 Historical factors like "Holocaust guilt" contribute to the moral leniency towards Israel. 

 Foreign policy considerations, especially during the Cold War, have led to a reluctance to 
criticize Israel's human rights record. 

Title of Section 3: Impact on Israeli Society 

 The book does not delve into how Israeli policies affect its own democracy and society, but 
internal critics warn of inevitable harm. 

 Chemi Shalev highlights rising intolerance, racism, and violence within Israeli society. 

 Former Prime Minister Ehud Barak warns of a political collapse of Israeli democracy. 

Title of Section 4: The One-State Solution 

 The failure of the two-state solution has led some to advocate for a binational state as a last 
chance for justice for Palestinians. 

 Historically, some Jewish intellectuals supported a democratic binational state, but this idea lost 
traction after 1948. 

 Current support for a binational state is low among both Israelis and Palestinians, with fears of 
civil conflict if implemented. 
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Title of Section 5: Challenges to the Binational State Concept 

 Many Israelis prefer a Jewish state over a binational one, fearing loss of privileges. 

 Prominent Israeli figures argue that a binational state could lead to civil war, citing historical 
examples. 

 Palestinian support for a binational state is also limited, with polls indicating only about one-
third favoring it. 

Title of Section 6: The Jewish State Demand 

 Netanyahu's demand for Palestinian recognition of Israel as a Jewish state complicates peace 
negotiations. 

 This demand is seen as a precondition for negotiations, which was not previously emphasized in 
past agreements. 

 The issue arose in 2002 and has since become a significant obstacle to peace talks. 

Title of Section 7: Palestinian Response to the Jewish State Demand 

 Palestinians initially rejected the Jewish state demand due to concerns over their rights and the 
right of return for refugees. 

 Despite this, there are indications that moderate Palestinian leaders might accept the demand 
under certain conditions. 

 Historical context shows that many Palestinian leaders have recognized Israel as a Jewish state 
in various forms. 

Title of Section 8: Anti-Semitism and the Need for a Jewish State 

 The persistence of anti-Semitism globally reinforces the need for Israel to remain a Jewish state. 

 Even in the U.S., recent attacks on Jews highlight ongoing vulnerabilities. 

 A fair peace settlement with Palestinians could help mitigate anti-Semitism, but Israel cannot 
abandon its status as a refuge for Jews. 

Title of Section 9: The Right of Return Issue 

 The right of return for Palestinian refugees remains a contentious topic, with many leaders 
recognizing its impracticality. 

 Israeli leaders use the right of return as a pretext to avoid serious negotiations. 

 Palestinian leaders must clarify their stance on the right of return to facilitate potential peace 
settlements. 
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Title of Section 10: The Rights of Israeli Arabs 

 The continuation of Israel as a Jewish state raises questions about the rights of its Arab minority. 

 While the Declaration of Independence promised equality, Israeli Arabs have historically faced 
discrimination. 

 There is hope that a peace settlement could improve the situation for Israeli Arabs, but 
demographic changes pose challenges. 

 The hypothetical problem of a growing Arab population threatening Jewish predominance is 
unlikely to materialize in the near future. 

Pages - 381  --  390 

 

Title of Section 1: The Stalemate in Israeli-Palestinian Relations 

 There is a lack of significant external pressure on both Israelis and Palestinians to reach an 
agreement. 

 Historical patterns suggest that any pressures from the U.S., Western Europe, or Arab states are 
likely to fail. 

 Both nonviolent and violent Palestinian resistance will be met with severe Israeli repression. 

Title of Section 2: The Likely Future of Israeli Policy 

 Israel is expected to annex the Jordan River Valley, excluding Jericho. 

 Even without formal annexation, Israel will continue its strategy of "creeping" annexation 
through irreversible changes on the ground. 

 A process of "transfer" may occur, making life increasingly difficult for Palestinians, leading to 
their relocation. 

Title of Section 3: The Trump Plan and Palestinian Statehood 

 The Palestinians might consider accepting parts of the Trump Plan to create a ministate. 

 This proposed state would primarily consist of Gaza and Area A of the West Bank, which 
contains most Palestinian population centers. 

 While this solution is morally inferior to a two-state settlement, it may offer a better alternative 
than continued suffering. 
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Title of Section 4: The Luxembourg Model for a Palestinian Ministate 

 The potential Palestinian state could resemble European ministates like Luxembourg, which 
thrive despite being small and surrounded by larger powers. 

 Such a state would need to rely on the disinterest of stronger neighbors (Israel) in annexing it. 

 The Palestinian leadership must renounce violence and radicalism for the state to be accepted 
by Israel. 

Title of Section 5: Economic Viability of a Palestinian Ministate 

 A Palestinian ministate must be economically viable, similar to Luxembourg's success due to 
banking and trade. 

 Palestinians are described as literate and industrious, suggesting they could develop their 
economy if given the chance. 

 International economic assistance would be necessary to support the initial development of the 
ministate. 

Title of Section 6: Geographical Challenges and Connectivity 

 The lack of geographical contiguity among Palestinian territories poses a significant challenge. 

 Proposed solutions include creating roads and rail lines to connect different areas. 

 If Palestinians meet Israel's conditions, there may be less incentive for Israel to disrupt the 
agreement. 

Title of Section 7: The Capital Issue and Jerusalem 

 The location of the Palestinian capital remains contentious, with proposals like Abu Dis being 
unacceptable to Palestinians. 

 A more reasonable government in Israel might agree to shared sovereignty over East Jerusalem. 

 Historical precedents exist for negotiating Jerusalem's status in peace talks. 

Title of Section 8: The Dilemma of Palestinian Acceptance 

 There is skepticism about whether Palestinians would accept a truncated state. 

 Leaders could present the plan to a referendum, emphasizing the benefits of acceptance versus 
rejection. 

 The choice would involve weighing immediate statehood against the risks of indefinite 
occupation and suffering. 

 



Mythologies Without End – Jerome Slater – Summary – 20241016 
 
Want More Summaries Like This?  Register! 
https://texasjournal.com/register/ 
 

Page 98 of 123 
 

Title of Section 9: U.S. National Interests and Support for Israel 

 American support for Israel stems from moral obligations, political affinities, and strategic 
interests. 

 Historical context shows that U.S. support has often overridden concerns about antagonizing 
Arab nations. 

 Post-Cold War, U.S. interests have shifted towards regional stability and countering terrorism, 
which are undermined by unconditional support for Israel. 

Title of Section 10: Moral Considerations and U.S. Policy Adjustments 

 The U.S. should balance its support for Israel with moral considerations regarding Palestinian 
rights. 

 Over seventy years of strong support for Israel necessitates a counterbalance to Israeli power. 

 U.S. leverage can be used to encourage Israel to accept a limited Palestinian state, aligning with 
both national interests and justice. 

Pages - 391  --  400 

 

Title of Section 1: The Role of the United States in Israeli-Palestinian Peace Efforts 

 The U.S. is urged to take a more active role beyond mediation, developing and promoting a 
detailed peace solution. 

 David Landau emphasizes that U.S. intervention is necessary to save Israel from its own policies, 
stating, “To save Israel in spite of itself? Yes . . . on our own we will never extricate ourselves.” 

 By the early 2000s, many Israeli liberals believed that only U.S. and international pressure could 
lead to a peace settlement. 

Title of Section 2: Historical Context of U.S. Pressure on Israel 

 Malcolm Toon noted that without U.S. counterpressure, Israeli governments would yield to 
popular pressures against concessions. 

 The Rabin government cited U.S. pressure as a reason for agreeing to the Oslo Accords despite 
domestic opposition. 

 Israeli leaders have historically used U.S. pressure as leverage to push through peace proposals. 
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Title of Section 3: American Jewish Community's Influence on U.S.-Israel Relations 

 The American Jewish community is encouraged to withdraw support from right-wing Israeli 
policies and advocate for change. 

 Without Jewish support, Congress is unlikely to apply pressure on Israel, although the Christian 
right may continue to oppose such actions. 

 Historically, American Jews have refrained from criticizing Israel due to fears of empowering 
anti-Semites. 

Title of Section 4: Changing Attitudes within the American Jewish Community 

 There are signs of a shift in attitudes among American Jews, particularly younger generations, 
towards Israel’s policies. 

 Polls indicate decreasing attachment to Israel and growing criticism of its actions, especially 
regarding settlements and occupation. 

 A significant portion of Democrats now supports sanctions or restrictions on U.S. aid to Israel. 

Title of Section 5: Political Shifts in the Democratic Party Regarding Israel 

 The Democratic Party is experiencing a shift, with increasing numbers of members advocating 
for a two-state solution and opposing unilateral annexation. 

 Prominent Democratic presidential candidates have criticized Netanyahu’s policies, indicating a 
potential change in U.S. policy if a Democrat is elected. 

 The convergence of critical views from the Jewish community and congressional Democrats 
could influence future U.S. policies toward Israel. 

Title of Section 6: The Concept of a U.S.-Israeli Security Treaty 

 The idea of a formal mutual defense treaty between the U.S. and Israel has been discussed since 
Israel's founding. 

 Many Israeli leaders have sought security guarantees from the U.S., while some military leaders 
fear excessive dependence on American support. 

 Historical attempts at establishing a defense treaty have often been tied to broader peace 
agreements. 
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Title of Section 7: Historical Attempts at Formalizing U.S.-Israeli Defense Relations 

 Various U.S. presidents have considered or rejected the idea of a mutual defense treaty based 
on the context of peace settlements. 

 Notable figures like Kennedy and Nixon expressed conditional support for a defense 
commitment to Israel. 

 Recent discussions between Netanyahu and Trump have revived interest in a formal defense 
alliance. 

Title of Section 8: Conditions for a U.S.-Israeli Defense Pact 

 Any proposed defense pact should be contingent upon a comprehensive peace settlement and 
not unconditional. 

 The U.S. would only intervene militarily if Israel faced an overwhelming threat that it could not 
repel independently. 

 Such a treaty could provide psychological reassurance to Israelis and potentially facilitate 
acceptance of a Palestinian state. 

Title of Section 9: Historical Missteps in Addressing the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

 Zionist claims to sovereignty over all of Israel are critiqued as ideologically flawed and 
historically unjustifiable. 

 An acknowledgment of past injustices by Israelis could have led to a more equitable resolution 
of the conflict. 

 Opportunities for peace have been missed due to a refusal to recognize the moral 
responsibilities towards Palestinians. 

Title of Section 10: The Path Forward for Israeli-Palestinian Relations 

 For a just resolution, Israel must recognize its historical narrative as largely mythological and 
accept moral obligations to the Palestinians. 

 Acknowledging past wrongs could legitimize Israel rather than delegitimize it, fostering better 
relations with Palestinians and the Arab world. 

 The necessity for a peace settlement is underscored by the ongoing realities of anti-Semitism 
and the need for a secure refuge for Jews. 
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Title of Section 1: U.S. Support for Israel and the Israel Lobby 

 Mearsheimer and Walt argue that U.S. support for Israel is a strategic liability (Our Separate 
Ways, 6). 

 They define the Israel lobby as a coalition of individuals and organizations influencing U.S. 
foreign policy (Mearsheimer and Walt, Israel Lobby, 112). 

 The critique of their broad definition suggests it complicates empirical testing of their theory 
(Slater, “The Two Books of Mearsheimer and Walt”). 

 The decline of U.S. anti-Semitism has contributed to the popularity of Jews in America, as shown 
by Pew Research Center findings. 

Title of Section 2: Historical Context and Political Dynamics 

 The significance of the Ford "reassessment" regarding U.S. policy towards Israel is discussed 
(Tillman, U.S. in the Middle East). 

 The Percy case illustrates concerns about the power wielded by pro-Israel lobbying groups 
(Stolberg, “Concerns Raised over Power Wielded by a Pro-Israel Lobbying Giant”). 

 The absence of countervailing interest group power is emphasized, with AIPAC being described 
as unmatched in its influence (Walt, “Whiff of Desperation”). 

Title of Section 3: Public Opinion and Media Influence 

 Early strong public support for Israel was influenced by media portrayals, including the film 
Exodus (Little, American Orientalism). 

 Polls indicate that a significant majority of Americans have historically sympathized more with 
Israel than Palestinians. 

 The changing dynamics of public opinion among Democrats suggest a potential shift in support 
for Israel. 

Title of Section 4: Zionist Ideology and Herzl's Vision 

 Theodore Herzl is credited with politically mobilizing the Zionist movement (Sachar, History of 
Israel). 

 Herzl envisioned a Jewish state that would provide equal rights to all citizens, including Arabs 
(Strenger, “Meet the Worst Anti-Zionist of Them All”). 

 His writings reflect a belief in the possibility of coexistence between Jews and Arabs. 
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Title of Section 5: The Evolution of Israeli National Narratives 

 The narrative surrounding the establishment of Israel has evolved, with historical accounts often 
reflecting nationalistic perspectives (Bar-Tal, Intractable Conflicts). 

 The dominance of certain narratives in Israeli education has marginalized alternative histories, 
particularly those of the New Israeli History movement. 

 The impact of historical injustices on current perceptions of the conflict is highlighted. 

Title of Section 6: The Palestinian Perspective and Historical Memory 

 The importance of recognizing the Holocaust in Jewish identity while also acknowledging 
Palestinian suffering is emphasized (Pappé). 

 The historical context of Jewish claims to land is complicated by the lack of evidence for biblical 
narratives (Finkelstein and Silberman, The Bible Unearthed). 

 The concept of the right of return for Palestinians is discussed in relation to historical 
grievances. 

Title of Section 7: The Role of International Politics and Agreements 

 The Peel Commission's recommendations for partition are analyzed, highlighting the 
complexities of territorial negotiations (Masalha, Expulsion). 

 The implications of international agreements on local populations are critiqued, particularly 
regarding the Palestinian experience. 

 The failure of various peace efforts is attributed to entrenched narratives and political interests. 

Title of Section 8: The Arab-Israeli Conflict and Military Strategies 

 The military strategies employed during the 1948 war are examined, with an emphasis on the 
role of various Arab states (Morris, Righteous Victims). 

 The motivations behind the Arab invasion are debated, with some historians arguing it was not 
aimed at exterminating the Jewish state but rather protecting Palestinians. 

 The portrayal of Arab intentions in Israeli narratives has influenced public perception and policy 
decisions. 
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Title of Section 9: The Impact of Domestic Politics on Foreign Policy 

 Truman's recognition of Israel is framed within the context of domestic political pressures and 
the influence of the Holocaust (Grose, Israel in the Mind of America). 

 The tension between national security interests and humanitarian considerations is explored, 
particularly in relation to U.S. foreign policy. 

 The internal disputes within the U.S. administration regarding support for Israel are 
documented, revealing differing priorities among officials. 

Title of Section 10: The Legacy of Historical Narratives and Future Implications 

 The ongoing impact of historical narratives on contemporary Israeli-Palestinian relations is 
underscored (Shlaim, Iron Wall). 

 The need for a critical reassessment of these narratives is suggested to foster understanding and 
reconciliation. 

 The discussion concludes with reflections on how historical memory shapes current political 
realities and future possibilities for peace. 

Pages - 411  --  420 

 

Title of Section 1: Historical Context of the Nakba 

 The Nakba refers to the mass displacement of Palestinians during the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. 

 Leading historians, including Israeli New Historians like Benny Morris and Ilan Pappé, agree on 
the central facts surrounding the Nakba. 

 Estimates of Palestinians who fled or were expelled range from 250,000 to 500,000. 

 Evidence suggests that Israeli forces actively drove out many Palestinians, with some historians 
framing it as a military necessity. 

 In July 2019, an investigation revealed attempts by the Israeli government to conceal 
documentary evidence related to the Nakba. 
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Title of Section 2: Ben-Gurion's Perspectives and Policies 

 David Ben-Gurion expressed views in letters indicating a desire for Jewish hegemony in 
Palestine. 

 His correspondence reveals strategic thinking about demographic changes due to immigration. 

 Ben-Gurion’s ambivalence regarding territorial expansion is noted, particularly concerning the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem. 

 Various historians have documented Ben-Gurion's complex stance on the Palestinian issue and 
territorial claims. 

Title of Section 3: Israeli Military Actions and Retaliations 

 The period following the 1948 war saw Israeli military actions against Palestinian infiltrators. 

 The term "fedayun" was used to describe guerrilla fighters operating against Israel. 

 Declassified documents reveal how Israel prevented Arabs from returning to their villages post-
war. 

 Israeli military strategies included retaliatory actions against Syrian villages, often justified as 
necessary responses. 

Title of Section 4: U.S. Involvement and Diplomatic Relations 

 The U.S. played a significant role in shaping Israeli policies and responses to regional conflicts. 

 Truman's administration showed growing exasperation with Israeli territorial claims. 

 The Lausanne Conference highlighted tensions between U.S. expectations and Israeli ambitions 
regarding Palestinian refugees. 

 George Ball, a key diplomat, criticized Israel's approach and advocated for a more balanced 
policy. 

Title of Section 5: The Lavon Affair and Espionage 

 The Lavon Affair involved Israeli covert operations aimed at destabilizing Egypt. 

 Plans included bombing Egyptian targets, which were ultimately deemed too risky. 

 The affair reflects the complexities of Israeli intelligence operations and their implications for 
regional stability. 

 Sharett’s diaries provide insight into the internal debates within the Israeli government 
regarding these actions. 
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Title of Section 6: Nasser's Role and Regional Dynamics 

 Egyptian President Nasser's policies and overtures towards peace were met with skepticism by 
Israeli leaders. 

 The rise of the Fedayeen movement was partly a response to Israeli actions in Gaza. 

 Nasser's support for Palestinian causes heightened tensions between Egypt and Israel. 

 Israeli leaders feared that Nasser would retaliate against perceived threats to his leadership. 

Title of Section 7: The Six-Day War and Its Aftermath 

 The Six-Day War in 1967 resulted in significant territorial gains for Israel. 

 Israeli leaders believed they could easily defeat Arab forces, leading to a preemptive strike. 

 The war altered the geopolitical landscape, with Israel capturing territories such as the West 
Bank and Golan Heights. 

 Post-war policies reflected a mix of security concerns and aspirations for territorial expansion. 

Title of Section 8: Nuclear Ambitions and International Relations 

 Israel's nuclear weapons program developed amid rising tensions in the region. 

 U.S. officials expressed concern over Israel's nuclear capabilities and sought transparency. 

 The relationship between Israel and the U.S. evolved, with increasing American support for 
Israeli military initiatives. 

 The nuclear issue became a focal point in U.S.-Israeli relations, influencing diplomatic 
negotiations. 

Title of Section 9: The Impact of the Occupation 

 The occupation of Palestinian territories raised questions about Israel's long-term viability as a 
Jewish state. 

 Internal debates among Israeli leaders highlighted concerns about demographic shifts and the 
implications of maintaining control over occupied areas. 

 The occupation led to increased resistance from Palestinians and international criticism of Israeli 
policies. 

 Discussions around potential peace settlements often centered on the future of the occupied 
territories. 
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Title of Section 10: Reflections on Israeli Identity and Policy 

 The historical narrative surrounding the establishment of Israel continues to shape 
contemporary Israeli identity. 

 Debates over the moral implications of past actions, including the Nakba and military 
operations, persist within Israeli society. 

 The complexity of Israeli-Palestinian relations remains a contentious issue, influencing both 
domestic and foreign policy. 

 Scholars emphasize the need for a nuanced understanding of the historical context to inform 
current discussions on peace and reconciliation. 

Pages - 421  --  430 

 

Title of Section 1: Relocation and Conflict Preparation 

 Most of the relocated individuals moved to southern Lebanon, which set the stage for 
subsequent attacks in 1978 and 1982. 

Title of Section 2: Arab Leaders' Stance on Israel 

 The meeting referenced was characterized by moderate Arab leaders advocating for political 
compromise rather than destruction of Israel. 

 Raz notes that Egyptian leaders expressed a willingness to negotiate in the future despite 
current limitations. 

Title of Section 3: Historical Perspectives on Israeli Leadership 

 Ben-Gurion's diary reveals his opposition to war, emphasizing the importance of maintaining a 
democratic majority in Israel. 

 Rabin’s memoirs reflect similar sentiments regarding leadership decisions during conflicts. 

Title of Section 4: Nuclear Deterrence and Regional Dynamics 

 Discussions around nuclear deterrence highlight Sadat's and the Egyptian military's strategic 
considerations. 

 Prominent historians emphasize the negative impacts of Israeli occupation post-1967, framing it 
as a trap for Israel. 
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Title of Section 5: Soviet Influence in Middle Eastern Politics 

 The Cold War context shows various scholarly perspectives on Soviet involvement in the Arab-
Israeli conflict. 

 Soviet arms sales were limited to avoid giving offensive capabilities to Egypt or Syria. 

Title of Section 6: U.S. and Soviet Relations During Conflicts 

 The U.S. and Soviet Union had differing strategies regarding the Arab-Israeli conflict, with 
Kissinger often at odds with State Department views. 

 Declassified documents reveal Kissinger's complex role in managing U.S. responses to the 
conflict. 

Title of Section 7: The 1973 War and Its Aftermath 

 The Egyptian attack in 1973 is widely acknowledged, with various sources discussing the 
motivations behind it. 

 The Soviet Union anticipated a quick defeat for Arab forces and was cautious about intervening 
militarily. 

Title of Section 8: Camp David Accords and Peace Efforts 

 The Camp David negotiations are described as focusing primarily on Egyptian-Israeli relations 
while neglecting the Palestinian issue. 

 Carter's administration faced challenges in balancing U.S. support for Israel with broader peace 
efforts. 

Title of Section 9: The Lebanese War and Its Consequences 

 The 1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon aimed to counter perceived threats from Palestinian 
groups. 

 Various accounts detail the motivations behind the invasion and its implications for regional 
stability. 

Title of Section 10: Ongoing Negotiations and Future Prospects 

 The text discusses the complexities of Israeli-Syrian negotiations, particularly concerning the 
Golan Heights. 

 Recent developments indicate fluctuating attitudes towards peace agreements, influenced by 
regional dynamics and leadership changes. 

Pages - 431  --  440 
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Title of Section 1: Internal Israeli Deliberations and Policy Influences 

 Quandt discusses the political and military dimensions influencing Israeli policymaking. 

 Pedatzur, a senior security analyst, provides insights into internal Israeli deliberations using 
declassified documents. 

 Elon suggests that the Israeli cabinet likely would have rejected certain plans due to prevailing 
political sentiments. 

 The Johnson Administration's policies significantly impacted Israeli policymakers' positions. 

Title of Section 2: The PLO's Evolving Strategy 

 The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) underwent a strategic shift post-1973 war, moving 
towards partition and recognizing Israel's existence. 

 Anziska notes that the PLO sought a role in comprehensive negotiations, requiring political 
compromise. 

 By mid-1974, the PLO was transitioning from armed struggle to seeking international legitimacy 
based on a state solution. 

Title of Section 3: Kissinger's Diplomatic Maneuvers 

 Kissinger's secret dialogues with the PLO are highlighted, indicating an invitation for the PLO to 
negotiate. 

 Bird interprets Kissinger's memo as acknowledging the PLO's right to political self-expression. 

 The significance of the 1974 PLO program is emphasized by various historians, marking a pivotal 
moment in Palestinian political strategy. 

Title of Section 4: The Impact of the Intifada 

 The first Intifada marked a turning point in Palestinian resistance, leading to increased 
international attention. 

 Arafat's leadership during this period is scrutinized, with some arguing he used violence 
strategically to gain leverage in negotiations. 

 The evolving dynamics between the PLO and grassroots movements are discussed, highlighting 
tensions within Palestinian leadership. 
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Title of Section 5: The Reagan Plan and Its Reception 

 The Reagan Plan aimed at resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict but faced skepticism from 
both sides. 

 Various scholars analyze the implications of the plan, noting its limited acceptance among 
Palestinians. 

 Chomsky critiques the plan's reception and the broader context of U.S. involvement in the peace 
process. 

Title of Section 6: The Oslo Accords and Their Aftermath 

 The Oslo Accords represented a significant attempt at peace but were met with mixed reactions. 

 Key figures like Rabin and Peres had differing views on the extent of Palestinian sovereignty. 

 Critiques of the accords highlight ongoing Israeli settlement expansion and violations of 
agreements. 

Title of Section 7: Camp David and Taba Negotiations 

 The Camp David summit is analyzed for its failures and missed opportunities in achieving peace. 

 Malley and Agha provide insights into the tragic errors made during the negotiations. 

 The lack of formal records and verbal understandings complicates the assessment of what was 
agreed upon. 

Title of Section 8: The Role of Jerusalem in Peace Talks 

 Jerusalem remains a contentious issue in negotiations, with both sides holding firm positions. 

 Barak's approach to Jerusalem is critiqued for lacking clarity and commitment to a viable 
solution. 

 The religious significance of the city complicates diplomatic efforts, as noted by various analysts. 

Title of Section 9: The Arab Peace Initiative 

 The Arab Peace Initiative proposed a comprehensive framework for peace but received little 
response from Israel. 

 Analysts express disappointment over Israel's indifference to the initiative, despite its potential 
benefits. 

 The ongoing conflict and lack of engagement highlight the challenges facing peace efforts in the 
region. 
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Title of Section 10: The Intifada and Its Consequences 

 The second Intifada led to significant changes in the Israeli-Palestinian dynamic, with increased 
violence and casualties. 

 The impact of Hamas and other militant groups during this period is examined, alongside 
Arafat's leadership. 

 The long-term consequences of these uprisings continue to shape the political landscape and 
prospects for peace. 

Pages - 441  --  450 

 

Title of Section 1: Scholarly Perspectives on Hamas 

 The leading scholarly work on Hamas is by Mishal and Sela, who are prominent Israeli 
academicians. 

 This section primarily draws from their analysis of Hamas's early years (Notes 19, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
29, 30, 31). 

Title of Section 2: Israel's Early Relations with Hamas 

 Drucker argues that Hamas has shown that Israel only understands force (Note 20). 

 Avnery discusses the ironic gratitude expressed towards Israel by Hamas (Note 21). 

 An interview with Avner Cohen highlights Israel's initial strategy to use Hamas as a 
counterweight against the PLO (Note 22). 

 Khalidi and Bregman provide context on Israel's early efforts to manage Palestinian nationalism 
(Note 22). 

Title of Section 3: Governance and Radical Movements 

 Shlaim discusses how governance can moderate radical movements, specifically in relation to 
Hamas (Note 34). 

 Historical references indicate that governance influences the behavior of such groups. 
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Title of Section 4: Ceasefire Proposals and Responses 

 Hamas proposed a 30-year ceasefire, which was made public by ex-Mossad chief Ephraim Halevi 
(Note 37). 

 Various proposals for truces and compromises were discussed, including a 10-year truce 
contingent on Israeli withdrawal (Notes 38, 47). 

 Haniyeh's statements reflect a willingness to negotiate based on the recognition of Israel (Notes 
49, 70). 

Title of Section 5: Violence and Civilian Casualties 

 Reports indicate significant civilian casualties during conflicts involving Israeli security forces 
(Notes 56, 62). 

 B'Tselem reported that a large percentage of fatalities in military operations were civilians (Note 
68). 

Title of Section 6: Political Dynamics and Negotiations 

 The dynamics of negotiations between Hamas and Fatah are highlighted, showing a shift 
towards a two-state solution (Note 58). 

 Meshal's comments suggest a potential shift in Hamas's position regarding Israel's existence 
(Notes 63, 64). 

Title of Section 7: International Reactions and U.S. Policy 

 The U.S. response to Hamas's electoral victory in 2006 involved efforts to undermine it (Note 
42). 

 Beinart discusses the myths surrounding Gaza and the narratives presented by American Jewish 
leaders (Note 43). 

Title of Section 8: Israeli Military Operations and Humanitarian Impact 

 Reports detail the humanitarian impact of Israeli military operations in Gaza, emphasizing the 
dire conditions faced by civilians (Notes 16, 18). 

 The ongoing blockade and restrictions have exacerbated poverty and deprivation in Gaza (Note 
34). 

Title of Section 9: Annexation and Regional Politics 

 Netanyahu's plans for annexation of parts of the West Bank are discussed, along with public 
opposition to such measures (Notes 2, 6, 7). 

 The implications of annexation for Israeli-Palestinian relations and regional stability are 
examined (Notes 8, 9). 
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Title of Section 10: Future Prospects and Challenges 

 The text concludes with reflections on the future of Israeli-Palestinian relations, highlighting the 
complexities and challenges ahead (Note 60). 

 The role of international actors and regional dynamics in shaping these prospects is emphasized 
(Notes 41, 44). 

Pages - 451  --  460 

 

Title of Section 1: Political Decisions and Military Dynamics in Israel 

 The evacuation of approximately 100,000 settlers represents a significant shift in the direction 
of the State of Israel. 

 Levy discusses the "Theocratization of the Israeli Military," indicating a transformation in 
military and political relations. 

 Amos Harel emphasizes the need for strategic patience in Israel's approach to security, 
suggesting that there are no more existential threats from Arab states. 

Title of Section 2: Perspectives on Israeli Security and Democracy 

 Various Israeli defense officials support the organization Breaking the Silence, which advocates 
for transparency regarding military actions. 

 A Haaretz editorial argues that separation into two states is crucial for Israel’s security. 

 Prominent figures like Ami Ayalon and Tomair Pardo warn that Netanyahu's annexation plan 
poses a threat to national security. 

Title of Section 3: Public Opinion and Political Discourse 

 A study by Haaretz indicates that support for a binational state among Israelis has never 
exceeded 20%. 

 Chemi Shalev critiques American Jewish leaders for their inaction amidst perceived threats to 
Israeli democracy. 

 The discourse surrounding the recognition of a Jewish state is contentious, with various opinions 
on its implications for peace. 
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Title of Section 4: The One-State Solution Debate 

 The one-state solution is discussed as a potential alternative, with varying perspectives on its 
feasibility and implications. 

 Micah Goodman proposes a model where Israel maintains control over Area C while 
withdrawing from Areas A and B, leading to an “almost” state for Palestinians. 

 Historical references indicate that even Palestinian leadership has not entirely dismissed the 
concept of a ministate. 

Title of Section 5: U.S. Foreign Policy and Middle East Dynamics 

 The literature highlights a decline in U.S. dependence on Middle Eastern oil, raising questions 
about the implications for foreign policy. 

 Reports suggest that rising anti-Semitism in the West may influence U.S.-Israel relations. 

 The 9/11 Commission summary indicates that perceptions of Israel's role in Middle Eastern 
conflicts have evolved. 

Title of Section 6: Military Aid and Its Consequences 

 U.S. economic and military support for Israel is substantial, with various analyses discussing its 
impact on both nations. 

 Critics argue that unconditional aid may hinder Israel's long-term security and democratic 
values. 

 Daniel Pipes outlines reasons against annexing the West Bank, emphasizing the potential 
backlash from various stakeholders. 

Title of Section 7: Changing Attitudes Among American Jews 

 Surveys indicate a growing disconnect between American Jews and Israeli policies, particularly 
under Netanyahu's leadership. 

 Young American Jews increasingly prioritize different issues over traditional support for Israel. 

 The Democratic Party's stance on Israel is shifting, reflecting broader changes in American 
political attitudes. 
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Title of Section 8: Mutual Defense Treaties and Strategic Alliances 

 Discussions around a mutual defense treaty between the U.S. and Israel highlight differing 
opinions on its necessity and implications. 

 Historical context shows that previous administrations have been cautious about formal 
alliances without resolving regional conflicts. 

 Recent proposals suggest limited defense commitments focused on specific threats rather than 
blanket protections. 

Title of Section 9: The Role of Leadership in Peace Processes 

 Leaders like Barak and Clinton have engaged in discussions about nuclear defense treaties and 
peace negotiations. 

 The dynamics of Israeli leadership and its impact on peace initiatives are critical, with varying 
degrees of commitment to resolutions. 

 The historical context of peace talks reveals complexities in achieving lasting agreements. 

Title of Section 10: The Future of Israeli-Palestinian Relations 

 The ongoing conflict remains deeply rooted in historical grievances and territorial disputes. 

 Analysts emphasize the importance of recognizing diverse narratives and perspectives in 
addressing the conflict. 

 The potential for future peace hinges on the willingness of both sides to engage in meaningful 
dialogue and compromise. 

Pages - 461  --  470 

 

Section 1: Akiva Eldar's Contributions to Haaretz 

 Eldar has written multiple articles for Haaretz, addressing various aspects of Israeli politics and 
the peace process. 

 Key articles include: 

 “They Just Can’t Hear Each Other” (March 11, 2003) 

 “Learning from Past Mistakes” (May 2, 2004) 

 “What Arab Initiative?” (March 6, 2007) 

 “Arab Peace Initiative Is Another Missed Opportunity for Israel” (April 28, 2011) 
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Section 2: Perspectives on Israeli-Syrian Relations 

 Eldar discusses secret understandings between Israelis and Syrians in his article dated January 
16, 2008. 

 He highlights the complexities of land negotiations, particularly regarding the Golan Heights, 
which are crucial for peace talks. 

Section 3: The Role of Hamas in Israeli Politics 

 Eldar notes that military intelligence did not anticipate Hamas's victory in the 2006 elections, 
indicating a significant oversight (January 9, 2009). 

 He emphasizes the impact of Hamas on Israeli security and political strategies. 

Section 4: International Reactions and Initiatives 

 Khaled Elgindy’s book "Blind Spot" explores America's historical relationship with Palestinians, 
emphasizing missed opportunities for peace (Brookings Institution Press, 2019). 

 Various articles reflect on international perspectives, including the European Union's welcome 
of Trump's efforts toward a two-state solution (January 29, 2020). 

Section 5: Historical Context of Zionism 

 Amos Elon’s works provide insights into the historical context of Zionism and its implications for 
Israeli-Palestinian relations. 

 His notable writings include “Israelis and Palestinians: What Went Wrong” (December 19, 2002) 
and “Look over Jordan” (April 21, 1994). 

Section 6: The Impact of War on Israeli Society 

 Articles by Amira Hass discuss the socio-economic conditions in Gaza and the effects of military 
actions on civilian life. 

 Hass's work often critiques Israeli policies and their humanitarian consequences, such as 
“Where Even Emergency Generators Break Down” (January 5, 2009). 

Section 7: The Complexity of Peace Negotiations 

 Robert Malley and Hussein Agha analyze the Camp David negotiations, highlighting errors and 
miscalculations that hindered peace (New York Review, October 7, 2004). 

 Their discussions emphasize the need for understanding both sides' narratives to facilitate 
future negotiations. 
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Section 8: The Evolution of Palestinian Identity 

 Rashid Khalidi’s works, including "The Iron Cage," explore the Palestinian struggle for statehood 
and identity amidst ongoing conflict (2007). 

 Khalidi argues that historical narratives shape current political realities and perceptions. 

Section 9: U.S. Foreign Policy and Its Implications 

 John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt critique U.S. foreign policy towards Israel, arguing it is 
heavily influenced by the Israel lobby (The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy, 2007). 

 They suggest that this relationship complicates American diplomatic efforts in the Middle East. 

Section 10: Contemporary Challenges and Future Prospects 

 Recent articles reflect on the challenges facing Israel and Palestine, including rising tensions and 
the potential for renewed violence. 

 Discussions around annexation plans and the implications for peace highlight the urgency of 
finding viable solutions to the ongoing conflict. 

Pages - 471  --  480 

 

Title of Section 1: Interviews and Articles on Israeli-Palestinian Relations 

 Peres, Shimon, interviewed by Haaretz on March 7, 1997. 

 Sami Peretz discusses Gaza's economic problems in Haaretz, May 2019. 

 Jane Perlez reports on U.S. support for a Palestinian state before attacks, New York Times, 
October 2, 2001. 

Title of Section 2: Analysis of Political Dynamics 

 Mark Perry highlights Petraeus's historical significance in Foreign Policy.com, April 1, 2010. 

 Pew Survey reveals American Jews as the most favored religious group, Haaretz, July 7, 2014. 

 Anshel Pfeffer critiques political strategies in various articles from 2006 to 2020, including 
Netanyahu's relationship with Hamas and the implications of annexation. 
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Title of Section 3: Historical Context and Negotiations 

 PLO Negotiations Affairs Department reflects on the Oslo Process in the Journal of Palestine 
Studies, Winter 2014. 

 Eli Podeh analyzes the UN Partition vote's impact on Palestinians, Haaretz, November 30, 2017. 

 William B. Quandt provides insights into American policy towards the Arab-Israeli conflict 
through multiple publications from 1973 to 2005. 

Title of Section 4: Key Figures and Their Contributions 

 Yitzhak Rabin's memoirs provide personal insights into Israeli leadership, Boston: Little, Brown, 
1979. 

 Itamar Rabinovich discusses the War for Lebanon and early negotiations in his works from 1991 
to 2017. 

 Dennis Ross shares his experiences and perspectives on Middle East peace efforts in "The 
Missing Peace" and "Doomed to Succeed." 

Title of Section 5: The Role of International Organizations and Agreements 

 Evgeni Primakov examines Soviet policy towards the Arab-Israeli conflict in a 1988 publication. 

 Ron Pundak reflects on the Oslo Accords and their aftermath in Survival, Autumn 2001. 

 Various authors discuss the implications of the Arab Peace Initiative and its reception among 
Israeli and Palestinian leaders. 

Title of Section 6: Public Opinion and Media Representation 

 Polls indicate American sympathies lean more towards Israel than Palestinians, Haaretz, August 
2, 2014. 

 Reports on civilian casualties during IDF operations highlight the humanitarian impact of 
conflicts, March 4, 2008. 

 David Rosenberg argues that American aid could be detrimental to Israel's future, Haaretz, 
September 29, 2020. 
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Title of Section 7: The Evolution of Israeli Policies 

 Shlomo Sand critiques the historical narratives surrounding Zionism and the Jewish claim to land 
in several works from 1986 to 2019. 

 Chemi Shalev discusses the implications of Netanyahu's policies on Israeli democracy and 
relations with the U.S. in various articles from 2008 to 2019. 

 Avi Shlaim explores the complexities of Israeli military and diplomatic strategies in his books and 
articles. 

Title of Section 8: The Impact of Leadership Changes 

 Mahmoud Abbas's leadership is scrutinized in the context of peace negotiations and Palestinian 
governance. 

 The influence of U.S. presidents on Israeli-Palestinian relations is analyzed, particularly regarding 
Obama and Trump’s policies. 

 The role of influential figures like Sheldon Adelson in shaping U.S.-Israel relations is highlighted. 

Title of Section 9: The Future of Israeli-Palestinian Relations 

 Discussions around potential two-state solutions and the viability of peace agreements are 
prevalent in recent analyses. 

 The ongoing challenges posed by settlement expansions and public opinion shifts within Israel 
and the U.S. are noted. 

 The implications of regional dynamics, including Iran's influence and Arab states' positions, are 
explored. 

Title of Section 10: Reflections on Historical Narratives and Identity 

 Edward Said's interviews reflect on Palestinian identity and the broader implications of the 
conflict. 

 The concept of anti-Semitism and its historical roots are examined in relation to contemporary 
politics. 

 The narrative surrounding the Nakba and its significance in Palestinian memory is discussed, 
emphasizing the need for acknowledgment and reconciliation. 
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Title of Section 1: Arab-Israeli Conflict Overview 

 The Arab Legion played a significant role in the conflict, referenced on pages 79 and 88. 

 The Arab oil embargo of 1973 is noted as a pivotal moment in the geopolitical landscape (pages 
16, 19, 380). 

 The Arab Peace Initiative (API) from 2002/2007 aimed to address peace but faced challenges 
(page 272). 

 The Road Map for Peace was introduced but struggled with implementation during the second 
intifada (pages 275–78, 435n10). 

 Key discussions around sovereignty over the Temple Mount are highlighted (pages 249–50, 
432n39). 

Title of Section 2: Historical Context and Arab Revolt 

 The Arab revolt from 1936 to 1939 is discussed, emphasizing its impact on the region (pages 53, 
54, 56–57). 

 Arab rhetoric surrounding the conflict is analyzed, indicating a complex narrative (pages 111–12, 
133–34, 139, 142, 350). 

 A summary of the Arab-Israeli conflict is provided, detailing various factors influencing the 
situation (pages 345–93). 

Title of Section 3: American Jewish Community and Israel 

 The American Jewish community's relationship with Israel is explored, particularly regarding 
anti-Semitism (pages 372–73). 

 Factors contributing to Israel’s failures in negotiations are examined (pages 360–65). 

 Hannah Arendt's perspectives on the conflict are referenced (pages 59, 367). 

Title of Section 4: Key Figures and Political Dynamics 

 Moshe Arens and Gabi Ashkenazi are mentioned in relation to Israeli politics (pages 374, 205). 

 The Israeli Arab minority's status and the maintenance of the status quo are discussed (pages 
374–75, 363–65). 

 Bashar Assad's influence on regional dynamics is noted (pages 190–91, 201, 204, 206–7, 336, 
356). 
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Title of Section 5: Israeli Narratives and Moral Arguments 

 The concept of Israeli mythology and narrative is analyzed, focusing on historical interpretations 
(pages 345–46, 346–47). 

 The moral arguments surrounding the Israeli statehood issue are presented (pages 365–67). 

 The one-state solution is debated, highlighting differing viewpoints (pages 367–69). 

Title of Section 6: Peace Initiatives and Negotiations 

 Various peace initiatives, including the Wye Plantation Talks and Taba conference, are detailed 
(pages 237–38, 267). 

 The Oslo Accords and their implications for future negotiations are discussed (pages 225–28, 
428n38). 

 The Clinton Parameters and their reception by both sides are analyzed (pages 258–66, 433n82, 
433n95). 

Title of Section 7: Military Conflicts and Operations 

 The conduct of the 1982 Lebanon War and its aftermath are examined (pages 183–84, 185). 

 The impact of the first Palestinian intifada on military operations is highlighted (pages 221–22). 

 Civilian casualties during conflicts, such as the 1970 Israeli-Egyptian War, are addressed (pages 
158). 

Title of Section 8: International Relations and Cold War Dynamics 

 The role of the United States during the Cold War and its influence on the Arab-Israeli conflict is 
discussed (pages 147–70). 

 The Baghdad Pact and its implications for regional alliances are noted (page 151). 

 Kissinger's diplomacy and its effects on peace proposals are analyzed (pages 157–59). 

Title of Section 9: Palestinian Perspectives and Resistance 

 The Palestinian perspective on the conflict, including the right of return and resistance 
movements, is emphasized (pages 373–74). 

 The evolution of the PLO and its leadership under Yasir Arafat is discussed (pages 102, 145, 269). 

 The significance of the BDS movement in contemporary discourse is noted (pages 337, 389). 
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Title of Section 10: Future Prospects and Challenges 

 The potential for a two-state solution is critically assessed, considering current political realities 
(pages 215, 216). 

 The implications of US foreign policy on Israeli-Palestinian relations are explored (pages 382–
87). 

 The ongoing challenges of achieving lasting peace in the region are summarized, reflecting on 
historical lessons (pages 345–93). 

Pages - 491  --  500 

 

Moral Issues and Historical Context 

 The text discusses various moral issues related to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, including 
historical land claims and Holocaust guilt. 

 It highlights the UN Partition Plan's implications for both Zionist-Israeli perspectives and 
Palestinian responses. 

 Key events such as the Nakba (Catastrophe) are examined, emphasizing Israeli responsibility and 
the concept of transfer. 

 The role of secular Zionist support for a Jewish state is noted, alongside summaries and 
conclusions regarding these moral arguments. 

Key Figures and Their Perspectives 

 Benny Morris provides insights on significant events like the 1948 War, Balfour Declaration, and 
the failure of the Lausanne Conference. 

 His views on the first Palestinian intifada and Kissinger's involvement in peace processes are also 
mentioned. 

 Morris critiques the New History movement's influence on education and reassessments of the 
Nakba and ethnic cleansing narratives. 

Intelligence Operations and Political Maneuvering 

 The Mossad's collaboration with the CIA during critical periods, including meetings with 
Egyptians and post-Six Day War negotiations, is outlined. 

 The text discusses the political landscape during Nixon's presidency, including his approach to 
Middle Eastern conflicts and relations with Israel. 

 Daniel Moynihan's contributions to US policy regarding Israel are highlighted, along with the 
broader implications of intelligence operations. 
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Mythologies and Narratives 

 Various mythologies surrounding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict are explored, including the 
David and Goliath narrative and the Diaspora myth. 

 The construction of historical narratives is emphasized, showcasing how they shape perceptions 
of the conflict. 

 The text critiques the Israeli rationale for self-defense and the original homeland/exile myths 
that inform current policies. 

The Role of International Politics 

 The impact of superpower politics, particularly during the Cold War, on the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict is analyzed. 

 The text discusses the Arab oil embargo and its influence on US national interests and foreign 
policy decisions. 

 Key events such as the 1973 Yom Kippur War and subsequent negotiations are contextualized 
within this international framework. 

Peace Processes and Failed Negotiations 

 The Oslo Accords and their aftermath are critically examined, highlighting violations by both 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

 The text outlines various peace proposals, including the Beilin-Abu Mazen Accord and the 
Geneva Accord, and their reception. 

 The challenges faced during the Camp David negotiations and the Wye Plantation Talks are 
discussed, emphasizing missed opportunities for peace. 

Public Opinion and Political Dynamics 

 Public opinion in both Palestine and Israel regarding key issues such as the Oslo Accords and the 
two-state solution is presented. 

 The text notes shifts in attitudes towards annexation and the need to end occupation, reflecting 
changing demographics and political sentiments. 

 The role of younger voters and their support for different political leaders, including Netanyahu, 
is highlighted. 
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Israeli Settlements and Territorial Issues 

 The expansion of Israeli settlements in occupied territories is scrutinized, including its 
implications for peace negotiations. 

 The text discusses the legal and moral controversies surrounding settlement policies and their 
impact on Palestinian communities. 

 The significance of Jerusalem and its status in peace talks is emphasized, particularly in relation 
to the Clinton Parameters. 

Key Leaders and Their Policies 

 Prominent figures such as Benjamin Netanyahu, Ehud Olmert, and Shimon Peres are analyzed 
concerning their approaches to the conflict. 

 The text details Netanyahu's dismissal of peace initiatives and his administration's policies 
regarding settlements and security. 

 Olmert's negotiations with Abbas and the complexities of the peace process during his tenure 
are also discussed. 

The Impact of External Influences 

 The influence of external actors, including the United States and regional powers, on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is examined. 

 The text discusses the role of organizations like the PLO and Hamas in shaping the political 
landscape and resistance movements. 

 The implications of the Trump administration's policies, including the Trump Plan, are analyzed 
in the context of shifting alliances in the region. 

Conclusions and Future Directions 

 The text concludes with reflections on the ongoing challenges facing the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and potential pathways forward. 

 It emphasizes the importance of addressing historical grievances and recognizing diverse 
narratives to foster understanding. 

 The need for renewed efforts towards a viable peace process and the recognition of Palestinian 
rights is underscored. 
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